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From the Editor’s Desk 


o be fortunate enough to see some of the spider orchids from the genus 
Caladenia (Arachnorchis) in the wild is a real treat. For such spectacular 
blooms they can be often quite cryptic in the bush, blending in so well with 
their environment. In this issue, Australian terrestrial orchid expert Gary 
Backhouse gives as an overview of the Spider Orchids of Victoria in this issues 
feature article. Gary has travelled the world photographing orchids in the wild 
and I have been fortunate to join Gary on excursions in Victoria, Western 
Australia and New South Wales. His photography is outstanding as you can 
see from his paper as well as the covers of this issue. Jeffrey Jeanes and Gary 
Backhouse have just published their new book: Wild Orchids of Victoria, 
Australia. This completely new pictorial book is an outstanding addition to the 
botanical reference library of Australian orchidology. It follows on from their 
popular (and out-of-print) 1995 work The Orchids of Victoria. 

David Jones’ new book, A Complete Guide to Native Orchids of Australia 
(Including the Island Territories) has also just been released. David Jones is 
one of Australia’s most knowledgeable, prolific and respected botanists. This 
completely new 496 page full colour opus is the most comprehensive and up- 
to-date work ever published on Australia’s 1300+ indigenous orchid species. 
The outstanding photographs (plus numerous line drawings) depict over 95% 
of these native species to aid identification or to simply admire as a coffee table 
book. A must have book for orchid and Australian plant enthusiasts. The retail 
price of this book has been significantly reduced due to a generous grant from 
the Australian Orchid Foundation. There has also been a comprehensive 
CD-ROM, Australian Orchid Genera — An Information and Identification 
System, released. Scientists at CSIRO’s Centre for Plant Biodiversity Research 
have produced an electronic identification key that will help to classify 
Australia’s 1,300 native orchid species. It is illustrated with hundreds of colour 
photographs and line illustrations and contains the most comprehensive 
collection of data on orchid genera recorded in Australia. 

Eric Christenson has provided a piece to hopefully end the controversy 
between the slipper orchids Paphiopedilum Conco-Bellatulum and Paphio- 
pedilum wenshanense. Jim Cootes describes a new Bulbophyllum species from 
the Philippines, and also talks about another taxon that he has just flowered. 
I have also contributed some notes on the increasingly popular “softcane” 
dendrobiums. 

When will this drought, the worst Australia has faced for over a century, be 
broken? Bruce Wood has written a timely piece on the Drought and Orchid 
Growing. I know that numerous populations of native orchids, both terrestrial 
and epiphytes, have been suffering in the wild. Australia has had to cope with 
periods of drought, followed by floods, but it does make you wonder about 
global warming, especially when there were recent news reports of huge (one 
kilometre long) icebergs only 200 kilometres south of Invercargill, New 
Zealand. 

There has been a rumour doing the rounds that The Orchid Pot Company 
(formerly Port Pots) is closing down due to ill health of the company owner 
John Howell. This is certainly not the case. John was recently diagnosed with 
cancer and spent time having radiotherapy. After this he was back at work 
in Port Macquarie and back to business. We wish John, one of our major 
advertisers over many years, a speedy and complete recovery. 

On behalf of the staff of Graphic World, publishers of the Australian Orchid 
Review, I would like to wish all of our readers, advertisers, contributors and 
their families a safe and healthy Festive Season and Best Wishes for 2007. 

David P. Banks 
Editor, Australian Orchid Review 
davidpbanks @veritel.com.au 
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Caladenia aestiva (yellow labellum) Wulgulmerang 


pider orchid is a common name used widely around the 

world for some orchids that have long, thin, spreading 

sepals and petals, much like the legs of a spider. Orchids as 
diverse as Brassia in Central and South America, and some 
Corybas (or Nematoceras) in New Zealand, are locally called 
spider orchids. There is even the vandaceous genus Arachnis, 
which means spider-like, from South East Asia. 

In Australia, the term “spider orchid’ is generally reserved for 
orchids of the genus Caladenia subgenus Calonema (= genus 
Arachnorchis), a group of orchids endemic to Australia. They are 
all seasonal terrestrial orchids that have often large, colourful, 
flamboyant flowers with long, slender, spreading sepals and 
petals. They have a single, lanceolate, often hairy basal leaf. 
Most species flower during spring, and spend summer and early 
autumn as a dormant tuber. Many flower prolifically the season 
after hot summer bushfires have burnt their habitat. 

There are about 150 species of these spider orchids, virtually 
all restricted to southern Australia. Victoria is very rich in spider 
orchids, with about 60 species. They range in size from the 
diminutive Caladenia tesselata, with sepals only about 1 cm 
long, to the stunning deep red Caladenia formosa, with sepals 8 
cm long, and the magnificent crystalline white Caladenia 
venusta, Victoria’s largest spider orchid, with sepals up to 10 cm 
long. Most spider orchids in Victoria have very restricted distri- 
butions, or are highly localised within broader distributions. 
Only a handful, including Caladenia clavigera, Caladenia 
phaeoclavia and Caladenia tentaculata, are considered common 
and widespread. Sadly, several species, including Caladenia 
brachyscapa, Caladenia pumila, Caladenia magnifica and 
Caladenia thysanochila, are probably extinct. 


Groups 


Spider orchids in Victoria can be divided into three major 
groups, based on appearance of the flower. The green-comb spi- 
ders (Caladenia dilatata group) have a distinctive tricoloured 
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Caladenia ancylosa Genoa 


labellum that has a maroon apex and calli, usually a white band 
across the middle, and a green base and mid lobes. The labellum 
margins are fringed with long slender (sometimes short and 
blunt) green teeth. The clubbed spiders (Caladenia reticulata 
group) have a reddish (occasionally all yellowish) labellum with 
a pale base and short marginal teeth, while the sepals and some- 
times petals end in distinct thickened clubs (also called 
osmophores). The third group is the tailed spiders (Caladenia 
patersonii group), comprising the largest and most spectacular of 
the spider orchids. The sepals and petals end in long slender glan- 
dular tails, and the labellum often has a fringe of long teeth. Two 
species of spider orchids, Caladenia cardiochila and Caladenia 
tesselata, stand out as separate from these groups, having a label- 
lum with smooth margins lacking any teeth, and quite short 
sepals and petals. Another group often included in the spider 
orchids are the wispy spiders or daddy-long-legs (Caladenia fil- 
amentosa group), which have a very small labellum with few, 
short, blunt marginal teeth, and slender sepals and petals ending 
in very long thread-like tails. These orchid have been placed in 
the subgenus Phlebochilus (= genus Jonesiopsis). 


Hybrids 

Spider orchids appear to be quite promiscuous, and commonly 
produce hybrids where several species grow together. These 
hybrids often confuse the casual observer, giving the impression 
of being a different species, but close examination and a com- 
parison to likely nearby parent species usually confirms its 
hybrid status. In Victoria, only one hybrid is named — Caladenia 
X variabilis, which is a very rare natural hybrid between 
Caladenia orientalis and Caladenia tesselata. Morphologically 
similar, and much more common, are the un-named hybrids 
between Caladenia cardiochila and species of tailed spiders 
such as Caladenia venusta. Interestingly, hybrids between 
species within the same group appear to be rare. For instance, no 
hybrids between the green-comb (Caladenia dilatata group) spi- 
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Caladenia cardiochila Winiam 


Caladenia clavigera Omeo 


Caladenia fulva Stawell Caladenia hastata Portland 


Opposite page: Caladenia rosella Christmas Hills Below: Caladenia versicolour Pomonal 
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Caladenia flavovirens Healesville 


Caladenia fragrantissima 


Caladenia fragrantissima (red lip) 


ders have yet been found in Victoria. However, this may well be 
because, as many species within the groups are so similar to one 
another, hybrids may be occurring but simply haven’t been 
recognised. 


The Spider Orchid Calender 


In Victoria, spiders can be found in flower from mid-winter to 
late summer. The first species to flower is the delightful little 
Caladenia rosella, which begins flowering in late July. This is 
followed a couple of weeks later by Caladenia toxochila from 
the Little Desert. By late August, the first flowers of several other 
species, including Caladenia fulva, Caladenia grampiana and 
Caladenia xanthochila from western Victoria, are opening. Mid 
September to mid October is the peak flowering time, with 
dozens of species in flower across the State. The precious few 
weekends in spring then involve a mad dash from one end of the 
State to the other to see these orchids in flower. Starting in the 
dry mallee areas in the north-west, one can see Caladenia lowa- 
nensis, Caladenia stricta, Caladenia tensa and Caladenia ver- 
rucosa; then to the Wimmera for Caladenia formosa, Caladenia 
versicolor and Caladenia villosissima; the south-west for 
Caladenia calcicola, Caladenia fragrantissima, Caladenia has- 
tata, and Caladenia valida; the south coast for Caladenia aus- 
tralis and Caladenia venusta, near Melbourne for Caladenia 
insularis, Caladenia oenochila and Caladenia roberstonii; 
South Gippsland for Caladenia orientalis and Caladenia tesse- 
lata; East Gippsland for the newly described Caladenia ancy- 
losa, Caladenia peisleyi and Caladenia osmera; and the north- 
east for Caladenia concolor and Caladenia pilotensis. Spring is 
way too short! 

By November, as the spiders finish flowering in the lowlands, 
attention turns to the foothills and mountains. A few species that 
occur in both the lowlands and hills, such as Caladenia clavig- 
era and Caladenia phaeoclavia, have an extended flowering 
period, well into November in the mountains. Some species are 
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Caladenia (lowanensis X cardiochila) Kiata Caladenia montana (labellum detail) Omeo 


Caladenia montana Omeo Caladenia lowanensis Kiata 
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Caladenia tesselata Grantville Caladenia venusta Anglesea 


Caladenia pilotensis Beechworth Caladenia villosissima Pomonal 
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Caladenia xanthochila Murtoa 


restricted to mountains, and late spring and summer is when 
these species flower. In early November Caladenia montana, 
from eastern highlands in Victoria, begins to flower. 
Interestingly, the true Green-comb Spider Orchid Caladenia 
dilatata, also begins flowering in November. This is a lowland 
species with a very late flowering period, and starts flowering 
when all other lowland spiders have finished. 

In December, the beautiful Caladenia flavovirens starts to 
flower in the hills near Healesville. Although widely distributed 
from south-western Victoria to East Gippsland, this species is 


Caladenia toxochila Kiata 


rarely seen, and is known from few, sparse populations. About 
the last spider to flower is Caladenia aestiva, from the mountains 
of eastern Victoria, where it flowers from late December to early 
February. 

In late summer, as the last flowers of Caladenia aestiva are 
withering, my thoughts turn to the coming spider orchid flower- 
ing season, just five months away, when the wonderful spiders 
again grace our bushland with their inspiring flowers. a 

Gary Backhouse 
Email: outbackorchids@hotmail.com 


www. mtbeenakorchids.com7au— 
Mount “~ IS 
Beenak Orchids 


27 Hacketts Creek Road, 
THREE BRIDGES, VIC. 3797 
Ph/Fax (03) 5966 7253 
Email: clivehalls@bigpond.com 
Odonts, Zygos, Cyms.., 


Masdevallias, Sarcs., Dens. etc. 


Quick and easy, get your cool growing orchids by 
mail order. We are accredited to send plants to all 
* states in Australia. Check our web site or send 
§ stamp for NEW catalogue. 


TINONEE ORCHIDS 


FREE CATALOGUE 
includes most genera 


NURSERY OPEN 
Mon - Fri 9am-4pm 


TINONEE ORCHID NURSERY 


768 Tinonee Road, Tinonee, 2430 
Phone/Fax: (02) 6553 1012 


e Email: orchids@tinoneeorchids.com 
5 Website: www.tinoneeorchids.com 


The Australian Orchid Review, December 2006/January 2007 


THE PERFECT 


Aussie Shade & Hot Houses can offer you the 
ultimate in plant protection all year round. 
Designed and manufactured in Australia with high 
quality materials, our modular range offers the 
perfect environment for your growing needs. 


MODERN - ELEGANT - STYLISH ‘ AOR 010 


ORCHID HOUSE 


SPADE am 
HOT HOUSES 


Contact in all states 


1300 88 1143 


www.aussieshadehouses.com.au 


13 


he first time I saw this magnificent and 
colourful species was on the front 
cover of Volume 2 of the Orchids of Borneo 
series. This volume was compiled by Dr. 
Jaap Vermeulen, now in Leiden in the 
Netherlands. The second time I saw this 
plant was in the private glass-houses of the 
Botanic Gardens in Singapore. At that time 
Dr. Vermeulen was working in Singapore 
and I was a regular visitor to the gardens. 
During one of my trips to Singapore, I 
went to one of the only nurseries that have 
a good supply of species orchids. I was 
looking at the pictures in the catalogue and 
there was a picture of Bulbophyllum clap- 
tonense, but under the name of the related 
B. lobbii. 1 immediately asked the nursery 
owner if there were plants of this species 
still available. The answer was in the affir- 
mative, so a number of plants were pur- 
chased. The assurance of the nursery owner 
was given to me that the plants were defi- 
nitely B. claptonense, because they were 
not in flower. 
Eventually the plants arrived in 
Australia and went through the usual quar- 
antining procedures (and the less said about 


Text and photos by Jim Cootes 


the barbaric treatment of nursery-raised 
plants on arrival in Australia the better.) 
When the plants were ready for release 
from quarantine a couple of us took the trip 
to get the orchids and much to my surprise 
one of the B. claptonense plants was in 
flower. That was in January of 2006. The 
plant was flowering again in October 2006. 

As can be seen from the accompanying 
images, this is one very spectacular species 
and this orchid has the added bonus of a 
most delightful fragrance. The characteris- 
tic which separates this plant from the more 
widely distributed B. lobbii is the large, 
thickened callus in the middle of the label- 
lum. The flowers are about 7 centimetres 
across the petals, which for the majority of 
bulbophyllums is a nice-sized bloom. 

Robert Rolfe named this species in the 
English Orchid Review in 1905. The spe- 
cific epithet refers to the town of Clapton, 
where Sir Hugh Low maintained a large 
orchid collection. 

Cultivation: Bulbophyllum claptonense 
grows very readily in a plastic pot in a mix 
of 65% medium bark, 20% pebbles of sim- 
ilar size to the bark and 15% large perlite 


(to maintain a bit of moisture around the 
roots.) My plants are kept in a glass house 
that is heated to 12 degrees Celsius on a 
winter’s night. The plants should not be 
allowed to dry out between waterings. My 
plant is under 80% shade cloth, during the 
heat of summer, and 50% shade during the 
winter. It gets high humidity and constant 
air movement throughout the year. The 
plants are fertilised regularly (every 2 
weeks) with both organic and inorganic fer- 
tilisers. This species seems to be able to tol- 
erate cooler temperatures than the more 
widely spread B. lobbii. I know this 
because my glass house heater, unknown to 
me, broke down in the middle of July for 4 
nights and this species was one of the plants 
that showed no ill-effects to the very cold 
nights. 

I don’t know if other plants of this 
species are in Australia but I would be quite | 
happy to swap pollen with anyone who is 
interested in getting this species out to a 
much wider number of growers. It is too 
nice a species to be kept to ones self. 

Jim Cootes 
Email: jecootes@ozemail.com.au 
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A tecent National Geographic television 
f'Mprogram on Venezuela’s tepuis has 
reminded me of the late G.C.K. (Stalky) 
Dunsterville and his wife Elinor (Nora), and 
their search for orchids in Venezuela over a 
period of almost forty years. Born and edu- 
cated in England, Dunsterville spent most 
of his working life abroad in the employ of 
the Shell Oil Company. Although (perhaps 
because) his first name was Galfrid, he was 
usually known by the nickname, Stalky. In 
1947 Shell Oil transferred the Dunstervilles 
to Venezuela. After Stalky’s retirement 
from his position as President of the 
Company in 1959, the Dunstervilles stayed 
on in Caracas for the next twenty-odd years. 

Shortly after their arrival in Venezuela 
they developed an interest in the country’s 
native orchids, which soon became a pas- 
sion. They spent most weekends in search 
of orchids, from which Stalky made exquis- 
ite pen-and-ink drawings as an aid to their 
identification. He sent these drawings first 
to the taxonomist Victor Summerhayes 
(Kew) and then (after Summerhayes’ 
death) to Leslie Garay (Toronto and 
Harvard). Over a period of thirty years 
Dunsterville and Garay identified 1050 dif- 
ferent Venezuelan orchid species (from an 
estimated total of 1200). Dunsterville’s 
drawings and Garay’s descriptions were 
progressively published in the magnificent 
5-volume series of Venezuelan Orchids 
Illustrated. In addition Dunsterville pub- 
lished about 250 articles describing the var- 


by Brian Milligan 


ious orchids that he and his wife found in 
the course of their expeditions. 

The Dunstervilles’ expeditions covered 
much of Venezuela, from tropical lowland 
forest to cold, alpine mountain tops. Which 
eventually brings us to their expeditions to 
several of Venezuela’s unique tepuis (pro- 
nounced tep-oo-ies), which are isolated 
sandstone tabletop mountains that protrude 
up to a thousand metres above the sur- 
rounding jungle floor. At least thirty of 
these tepuis are shown on my map of 
Venezuela, two of the most well known 
being Auydntepui (Devil Mountain) and 
Roraima. 

Auyantepui is one of the largest, cover- 
ing an area of about 300 square miles and 
surrounded almost completely by sheer 
cliffs hundreds of metres high. It is home to 
the highest waterfall in the world, Angel 
Falls. The falls are named after Jimmy 
Angel, who crash-landed his plane on the 
summit near the source of the falls in 1937, 
and was lucky to find his way back safely to 
civilisation. Roraima, first climbed in 1885, 
was the setting for Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s Lost World, where his fictional 
heroes had hair-raising adventures eluding 
the local dinosaurs! 

The Dunstervilles spent three weeks on 
Auyantepui in 1964, climbing to the top 
(altitude over 2000 m) by the only known 
route near the southern end. They were 
accompanied by a team of native Indian 
porters to carry the necessary camping gear 


and provisions. Because of time limits and 
the difficult, rocky terrain, they were able to 
explore only a very small part of the exten- 
sive tabletop area. They found that most of 
the orchids were terrestrial or lithophytic, 
although some small epiphytes grew on 
locally dense, dwarf forests. Despite the hot 
days, cold nights, torrential rain and high 
winds, the orchids grew so prolifically that 
Dunsterville estimated that Auyantepui was 
home to over 50 million orchid plants! 
Some of the major species were quite large. 
Eriopsis biloba had flower spikes ranging 
form 60cm to 1.2m tall, while Oncidium 
nigratum had branched inflorescences up to 
1.8m tall! Other common orchids were 
Epidendrum nocturnum, Oncidium 
warmingii and Zygopetalum burkei. 

The Dunstervilles later explored several 
other tepuis for orchids, thanks to the gen- 
erosity of the Venezuelan armed forces in 
providing helicopter flights, but their many 
other less-adventurous expeditions were 
generally more rewarding in terms of num- 
bers of species found. A summary of the 
Dunstervilles’ search for orchids during 
their long sojourn in Venezuela may be 
found in Orchid Hunting in the Lost World 
(And Elsewhere in Venezuela), published by 
the American Orchid Society shortly after 
Dunsterville’s death in 1988. | 

Brian Milligan, 
Balwyn North, Victoria 


Eriopsis biloba 


The Drought and 
Orchid Growing 


by Bruce Wood 


ustralia is in the grip of the worst 

drought in living memory and with 
a prediction of a 70% chance of an El 
Nino effect forming this summer the 
prospects look fairly dismal. As of the 
beginning of October 2006 the Central 
Coast of New South Wales has in place 
level 4 water restrictions; water from the 
town supply can not be used outside the 
home. With our main dam at 13% capac- 
ity and an estimate that it will take at least 
10 years of above average rainfall to fill 
the dam, we face at least that many years 
of further water restrictions coupled with 
the 5 years already experienced. 

What can we do to enable us to con- 
tinue to enjoy our hobby; as the vast 
majority of orchid growers are hobby- 
ist? We have to reduce the rate of evap- 
oration, increase the interval between 
watering as well as sourcing an external 
supply of water. Increase the level of 
shading on your orchid house. The 
absolute worst thing that can happen is 
that you supply too much shade to your 
orchids and they do not flower but you 
will be pleasantly surprised to find that 
your orchids adjust to this lower level of 
light and flower. 

For growers who have an enclosed 
house, adjust your fans so as to supply 
the minimum ventilation to suit the situ- 
ation, as vigorous air movement is very 
drying. For the bush house grower the 
increased shading will automatically 
reduce the ventilation. Remember that if 
you adjust one aspect of you culture you 
will have to balance the rest of your cul- 
ture to this adjusted level. 

Some potting mediums are more 
water retentive than others. Sphagnum 
moss and peat and perlite mixes will 
increase the interval between watering, 
as can reducing the size of the bark mix 
used. We would like to think that we 
have our watering programme suitable 
for the genera grown but the reality is 
that we still over water. We could 
toughen up our plants by increasing the 
interval between watering and accept as 
part of normal culture slight shrivelling 
of the back bulbs. The use of an anti- 
transpirant at monthly intervals during 
the summer period will greatly assist our 
plants cope with the heat. 

Water restrictions are imposed by the 
relevant authorities to ensure the supply 
of water to the homes within the com- 
munity. They are not put in place to 


impose hardship on the orchid world. 
Please do not do anything silly as water 
restrictions are legally enforceable. 

We have to source our water supply 
from an external source. Rain water 
tanks are one method but we require suf- 
ficient rain. My tank was empty for 3 
months last summer. Bore water is 
another source but I think there will be 
increased regulation of this water source. 

One very simple source is to collect 
the initial cold water from the hot water 
system when washing the dishes or 
when having a shower. This can yield up 
to 10 litres a day, which would otherwise 
go down the drain. This will go a long 
way as you will soon see. 

We have to change the way we water 
our orchids. I have always watered by 
hand as I could not justify watering the 
floor, paths, benches and walls when all 
I wanted to do was water my orchids. 

I used to water using a wand coupled 
to the town supply and used approxi- 
mately 250-300 litres per watering. I 
now use a pressure sprayer and use 
between 25-30 litres, which is a saving 
of 90% for the same result. 

What’s that? You don’t have the time. 
If you cannot grow your orchids to the 
required standard within the constraints 
imposed, you have too many orchids. 

What about salt build up? If you water 
more times than you fertilise and you 
fertilise at a reduced rate you cannot 
have a salt build up. I carry grey water 
from the bathroom and laundry and 
spread it upon the floor and paths of the 
orchid house to maintain humidity lev- 
els. 

Consider the genus of orchid grown. 
Do you have sufficient water to grow 
orchids that require watering each day 
during the warmer months for example, 
Vandaceous type and orchids grown on 
slabs? Is it an appropriate time to cull 
those plants that do not grow well, grow 
poorly or that was given to you by 
Aunty? Give consideration to your 
spraying programme, are you spraying 
to treat a problem, prevent a problem or 
just because? 

Orchid growing was never meant to 
be easy (to adapt a statement from an ex- 
Prime Minister) but water restrictions 
just make it a little bit harder, thus mak- 
ing it more rewarding. | 

Bruce Wood 
Email: woodhaven@aapt.net.au 
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If your sunny windowsill is lonely and in 
need of something green and flowery, 
log on now to the American Orchid 
Society’s very popular Web site — 
www.aos.org — for helpful and exten- 
sive tips on orchid growing. Enjoy 
inspiring color photographs, a calen- 
dar of orchid events and other helpful 
orchid advice. Orchid Forum, devel- 
oped as an information exchange plat- 
form, is visited regularly by novice and 


advanced growers throughout the world. 


Founded in 1921, the AOS is the 
world’s number-one orchid-information 
source — just ask 30,000 members 
worldwide. On-site membership appli- 
cation is available along with conve- 
nient, secured shopping in The AOS 
BookShop and Orchid Emporium. 


American Orchid Society 
16700 AOS Lane 

Delray Beach, Florida 33467 
Telephone 561-404-2000 
Fax 561-404-2100 

E-mail TheAOS@aos.org 
Web site www.cos.org 


AmOrcSoc 
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NATIVE ORCHIDS 


Latest Release Seedlings 
Flowering Size Plants 
Hot/Cold and Cold Growers 


We only stock quality 
plants from Australia’s 
best hybridists 


Native species including 
Dendrobium, Cymbidium 
and Sarcochilus 


LARGE SPECIMENS 
AVAILABLE 


We also stock treefern, slabs, 
stakes, pots, sohagnum and 
bush moss, orchid bark 


B&T Ferns & Orchids 


30 Wiseman Road 
Silvan, Victoria 3795 


Fax/Phone: (03) 9737 9694 
Melway Ref. 123 
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Open 7 days a week 


ORCHID SPECIAL 
A&B FERTILISERS 


Food for all Orchid 

Species 

Crystalline — fully water 
soluble — especially 
manufactured for better 
orchids. Rich in 8 essential 
mineral trace elements. 


ORCHID SPECIAL A (Yellow 
Compound) 11.13.16 


Applied at initiation of flower spikes and continued 

through to the end of flowering. The high phosphorus 

and potassium and the low nitrogen content stimulates 
flowering and ensures a better bloom. 


ORCHID SPECIAL B (Blue 
Compound) 30.4.8 


For established plants, applied at completion of 

flowering through to initiation of flower spikes. Young 

and developing orchids should be fed regularly the 

whole year. The high nitrogen stimulates plant growth 

and plant vigour. Packed in 500g and 3kg units. Periodic 

feeding 15g in 5 litres of water. Regular 
feeding 2g in 5 litres of water. 


Campbell Orchid Special A&B 
Fertilisers “just for good orchids” 


For the name of your local supplier contact: 


NSW: Products of Excellence (02) 9417 0277, Beresford 
Park Nursery Supplies (02) 4966 5477, Frank Slattery 
Orchids (02) 9150 7985. ACT: C.I.C. Supplies (02) 6241 
7477. VIC: Fertool Distributors (03) 9796 4433. QLD: 
Burnell Agencies (07) 3394 2211, J.C. & A.T. Searle (07) 
5497 2022. WA: Nurserymens Supplies 
(08) 9353 2536. SA: Munns Lawn Co. P/L (08) 8277 8000. 
NT: Tropigro (08) 8984 3200. 


A product of 
COLIN CAMPBELL (CHEMICALS) PTY. LTD. 
5 Blackfriar Place, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164 


Telephone (02) 9725 2544 Fax: (02) 9604 7768 
P.O. Box 6789, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164. 


he Stawell Orchid Society Inc 

recently conducted its Annual 
Spring Show in the Entertainment 
Centre, Main Street, Stawell. The 16 
judges from the OSCOV judging panel 
were once again astounded by the qual- 
ity and quantity of the orchids entered 
into the competition,. This year, the 
theme for the show was ‘It only hap- 
pens once a year’ and members created 
many varied displays incorporating this 
theme, ranging from ‘New Years Eve’, 
‘Easter’, ‘The Horsham Fishing 
Competition’ to the winning display in 
Division One “The Annual Bus Trip’. 
Winning display in Division 2, Gloria 
and Mervyn Simons, ‘Rheola Easter 
Carnival’ to Dot and Brian Russells’ 
The Most Creative Display ‘It’s 
Christmas Time?’ “The Annual Bus 
Trip’ display entered by Barbara and 
John Welsh also won the Public choice 
popular vote competition. 

Bernadette and Michael Mathews 
once again won the Grand Champion 
Orchid award with a magnificent white 
Phalaenopsis Sogo Yukidian 
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Fax (07) 575 0661 


Stawell Orchid Society 
Spring Show 


‘Banyena’ This is the third consecutive 
Grand Champion win at the Stawell 
Spring show for this couple who have 
had success each year with a different 
white Phalaenopsis, congratulations to 
them on their achievement, it is not easy 
to get these flowers to a show in pristine 
condition. 

Members of the public were eager to 
vote for their favorite display and were 
amused by the colourful entries in the 
School Childrens’ colouring competi- 
tion. The floral art competition was well 
supported by non-members and mem- 
bers alike. The sales area proved to be 
very busy with lots of orchids of various 
genera finding new homes and mem- 
bers of the orchid society giving advice 
on the growing requirements of each 
orchid sold. The presentation dinner 
held at the Trackside Tabaret was very 
well supported as was the refreshment 
area at the show. | 

Barbara Welsh 

Stawell, Victoria 

Email: 

bnjwelsh @vic.chariot.net.au 
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y Parade, Thorneside, Brisbane Qld 4158 
“J Fax 07 3822 2307 

Newze gland agents: Roger & Isabel Clotworthy, 223 Range Road, Papamoa, NZ 


Mobile (025) 271 2777 
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The 
Orchid Pot Company 


here has been a rumour 
going around the orchid 
scene (as rumours tend to do) 
that The Orchid Pot Company 
(formerly Port Pots) is closing 
down due to ill health. This is 
certainly not the case. The 
Orchid Pot Company is not clos- 
ing its doors anytime in the 
future. As growers in the know 
will tell you, The Orchid Pot 
Company has been producing 
the best range of quality orchid 
pots for over 15 years. 
Company owner John Howell 
was recently diagnosed with 
cancer and spent one month in 
Sydney having radiotherapy. 
Immediately after this John was 
back at work in sunny Port 
Macquarie and hasn’t stopped. 
So the rumour may have begun 


there, who knows or dares to 
dream. All that’s known is that 
many buyers felt they had to 
snap up as many pots as they 
could before an unfortunate 
closing occurred. John felt it 
important to inform his loyal 
clientele and interested buyers 
that there is no rush to buy up 
quick, by all means order as 
much and as often as you wish 
but just remember our doors are 
always open. John says the sup- 
port of his friends and family 
during the cancer treatment 
helped him not to miss a beat. 
Instead of calls of commisera- 
tions feel free to call John and 
congratulate his steadfast 
nature! If there is a rumour to be 
spread, it’s that you can’t keep a 
good man down. | 


Valley Orchids 


Cymbidium Specialists 


Lot 8 Wheaton Road, McLaren Vale, S.A. 
Postal — PO Box 143, McLaren Vale, South Australia, 5171 


Phone (08) 8327 3955 Fax (08) 8327 3966 Mobile 0419 823 724 


Website - www.valleyorchids.com.au 


Check for lots of new photos & special offers — regularly updated, including 


exciting new seedlings, flowering for the first time 


Email - graham@valleyorchids.com.au 


Thousands of new release plants & older favourites available now — 
Flasks to flowering size & at sensible prices. Mail order service available 


** We can now send plants to Western Australia & Tasmania ** 


Hills District Orchids 


(Prop. David P. Banks) 


Summer Open Day Sunday 25 February 2007 


@183 Windsor Road Northmead 2152 NSW 


Yam til 4pm (please park in Mary Street or Windermere Avenue) 


Heaps of flowering orchids, rare species and unusual plants for sale, 
as well as a full range of orchid related supplies and new and 
exclusive Clivia minata seedlings in a full range of colours. 


Also attending: Tinonee Orchid Nursery, Macquarie Native Orchids and Miriam Ann Orchids 
Phone: David Banks on (02) 9674 4720 or 0412 123 036 
E-mail: davidpbanks@veritel.com.au 


Contact us by email to receive our FREE Orchid Information Newsletter 


The Australian Orchid Review, December 2006/January 2007 


Western Orchids 
Laboratories 


Suppliers of Tissue Culture Media for 
orchids and other unusual genera including 
terrestrials. 

As a pharmaceutical chemist I have devel- 
oped the media (over 30 years) to suit all of 
our laboratory needs from sowing and replat- 
ing to cloning & the use of colchicine to dou- 
ble the chromosome count. 


Our media is freshly made up and comes as 
a dry powder which can be stored in the 
freezer for up to 12 months. 


Our media produces rapid germination, well 
balanced plants and good root growth 
When ordering please advise re: orchid 
genus, replate or sowing solid or liquid 
cloning 
Per litre prices (including GST):— 
1 to 14 litres 
15 to 50 litres 
51 to 100 litres 
Over 100 litres 
For cloning media add 55c/L 
Prices include packing and postage; Express 
Post where practical in Australia for 4 or more 
litres of medium. 


Hormone Keiki Paste in 3m! tubes for stem 
propagation of Phalaenopsis and other genera. 
$8.80 per pack includes P&P and GST 


Full Laboratory Service — sowing of green pods, 
dry seed, replating, cloning and colchicine 
treatment 

Tissue Culture Primer — a 20 page document 
which covers all aspects of laboratory work and 
media preparation for $3.50 


$7.70/L 
$6.60/L 
$6.30/L 

POA 


We have catalogues for: 

Disa seedlings and clones — plants and Flasks 
Flasks of: 

Australian cymbidium species and Hybrids; 
hybrids with cultivar cymbidiums 

Some available as colchicines treated — poten- 
tial tetraploids 

Selected cymbidium clones and seedlings 

A selection of cascading Intermediates 
Sarcochilus and dendrobium seedlings 

Aust terrestrials and some exotics 

Contact us for reconditioned Autoclaves and 
Laminar Flow Cabinets 


Contact us: Kevin and Helen Western 


Western Orchid 
Laboratories 


P.O. Box 276, Blackwood S.A. 5051 


Email: western@arcom.com.au 


CUSTOMER ADVICE HOTLINE 
Phone/Fax (08) 8270 4599 


Payment can be made by 


Mastercard — Visa 
(please supply number, type, expiry date and 
name on card) 


Direct Debit 


Overseas orders welcome 


NZ agents are G & N Hill 
Email: hillcroft@orcon.net.nz 
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Dubai Flower Centre (DFC) poised to 
tap floriculture export market 


DFC Team Visits India To Meet With Federal, State Government Officials & Private Sector 


he Dubai Flower Centre (DFC), the 
only state-of-the-art trans-shipment 
facility for perishable goods in the region, 
is well poised to tap the Indian flower 
export market which is expected to exceed 
AED3.67 billion (US$1 billion) by 2010. 

Mr. Ibrahim Ahli, Marketing Director, 
DFC said “Geographical location and 
superior infrastructure are two major fac- 
tors that will favour Indian exporters if 
they decide to use the 180,000-tonnes per 
annum capacity DFC, which went opera- 
tional in July this year.” 

DFC can act as a hub for Indian growers 
and traders so that they can reach out to 
regional, European and American mar- 
kets, Mr. Ahli added. 

As a part of a wider strategy, a DFC del- 
egation has been visiting various countries 
including India to create awareness about 
the Centre and its unique facilities. During 
his visit to India, which covered major 
cities like, New Delhi, Bangalore, Pune 
and Mumbai, Mr. Ahli met with federal 
and state government officials and held 
wide-ranging discussions with flower 
growers and exporters of various states. 

The visit was organized during the 
Second International Flora Expo 2006 
held in New Delhi and helped DFC offi- 
cials to interact with government organi- 
zations and the private sector bodies. 
During his visit, Mr. Ahli met among oth- 
ers Mr. K. S. Money, Chairman, 
Agricultural and Processed Food Products 
Export Development Authority (APEDA); 
Mr. Nadeem Ahmed, President, South 
India, Floriculture Association, and 
Managing Director of CCL Flowers Ltd; 
Mr. R. D. Reddy, Managing Director, 
Meghna Floritech Ltd; Mr. Prasad, 
Managing Director, Blooms and Greens 
Pyt Ltd. and Mr. Srinivas Khaza, 
Managing Director, Rosette Agrotech Ltd. 

Mr. Ahli said: “Our main purpose is to 
ensure that floriculture industry in India is 
fully supported by DFC through its facili- 
ties which can be utilized for imports and 
exports of perishable products.” 

This is because the DFC that is less than 
four hours by air from India can be a boon 
to exporters to send their products to 
Netherlands and other European countries. 
Being a duty-free zone, Indian exporters 
do not need to pay customs duty for cargo 
in transit. However, by paying a five per 
cent customs duty, exporters can also send 
their products directly to any GCC country 
through the DFC. 

By setting up operations in the DFC, 
farmers from India’s major floriculture 
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Dubai Flower Centre’s Marketing Director, 
Ibrahim Ahli 


and horticulture areas can take advantage 
of Dubai’s connectivity to global markets 
through more than 117 airlines operating 
from the Dubai International Airport. 

Besides, there are hundreds of Emirates 
flights from major Indian cities to Dubai 
every week and 95 flights from Dubai to 
the UK, making the DFC a crucial transit 
hub for Indian exporters in expediting the 
delivery of perishable goods to Europe and 
beyond, Mr. Ahli remarked. 

Recently Emirates airline flew the first 
shipment of 1,000 cut flowers from 
Kolkata to Dubai. The consignment origi- 
nated from India’s Northeastern states of 
Mizoram and Meghalaya and was orga- 
nized by Bangalore-based ZOPAR 
Exports Private Limited to a local importer 
in Dubai. 

Currently India produces 200,000 
tonnes of loose flowers and 500 million 
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An external view of the newly built Dubai Flower Centre 


tonnes of cut flowers according to India’s 
Agricultural and Processed Food Products 
Export Development Authority (APEDA). 

The country is ranked 23rd in the world 
market with floriculture exports estimated 
to be around AED2.79 billion (US$760 
million). However, recent studies indicate 
the country has the potential to increase 
exports to AED4.77 billion (US$1.30 bil- 
lion) in the next few years. 

The DFC —a one-stop shop for local and 
international buyers, traders and exporters 
— offers several benefits including a closed 
loop supply chain system that ensures the 
right temperature from aircraft to the cli- 
mate-controlled zone, a supply chain intel- 
ligence that offers state-of-the-art comput- 
erized tracking system, and a business- 
friendly free-zone environment. 

More importantly, the computerized 
tracking system ensures access to all par- 
ties, allowing exporters and importers the 
ability to track the flight status, product 
loadings and temperature of their products 
through the supply chain process. 

“Facilities at the DFC cater not just to 
flowers but anything that is perishable and 
needs a cool chain process, like fruits, veg- 
etables and fresh meat or fish,” pointed out 
Mr. Ahli. | 

BIZ COM - For PRoactive 
Communications 

P.O. Box 48889 

Dubai - UAE 

Tel: +971 4 332-0888 

Fax: +971 4 332-0999 
Email: info@bizcom.ae 
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Paphiopedilum wenshanense 


y Ph.D. Advisor, Howard Pfeifer, had 

a number of absolute rules. One of 
them was that if a graduate student said a 
problematic specimen was a natural hybrid, 
he or she had better have made the specula- 
tive hybrid artificially and have it flowering 
in the University greenhouse before the the- 
sis defence. All too often declaring an entity 
a natural hybrid is a way of sweeping a 
problem under the proverbial rug. 

One such problematic entity has been a 
population of Paphiopedilum from the 
People’s Republic of China that has been 
presumed to be a naturally occurring hybrid 
swarm of P. Conco-bellatulum (concolor x 


By Eric A. Christenson 


bellatulum). The plants do superficially 
resemble what one would expect in such a 
hybrid — the floral form and large spots of P. 
bellatulum combined with the yellow 
colour of P. concolor. 

There are several problems with this. 
First, large numbers of such plants have 
been exported from China over many years. 
This does not automatically preclude the 
possibility that the plants are hybrids. It 
would, however, point to a sizeable popula- 
tion of interbreeding plants and not a 
chance hybridization event. Second, the 
name P. Conco-bellatulum is a horticultural 
designation for a manmade combination 
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Paphiopedilum 
Conco-bellatulum 


and has never been validated as a scientific 
name for plants occurring in the wild. 
Third, and most significantly, while the 
plants from the wild are reminiscent of the 
manmade hybrid, they simply are not the 
same. 

Recently I had the opportunity to exam- 
ine the manmade hybrid between these 
species, courtesy of Terry Root at the 
Orchid Zone in Salinas, California. It is 
now clear that plants exported from China 
represent a distinct species, P. wenshanense 
(Liu et al. 2000), and not a natural hybrid as 
presented in the literature (e.g., Braem 
1998). The staminode of P. wenshanense is 
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The artificially raised hybrid Paphiopedilum 
Conco-bellatulum. Grower: The Orchid Zone. 
Photographer: E. A. Christenson 


broadly elliptic with a cuspidate apex (an 
abrupt tooth-like extension). In contrast, the 
staminode of the manmade hybrid is dis- 
tinctly shield-shaped (rhombic) with an 
equally 3-toothed apex, a feature inherited 
from both its parents. 

The species takes its name from the type 
locality of Wenshan County in Yunnan 
Province. Unfortunately, the elevation of 
the type locality and additional ecological 
information is unknown. 

It is possible that P. wenshanense origi- 
nally arose as the result of an ancient 
hybridization event in the same manner as 
Phalaenopsis intermedia. This is not a par- 
ticularly unusual mechanism of evolution 
in plants. But for now, it is best treated as a 
valid species, both in horticulture and 
botany. 
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“The Orchid Centre of Australia” 


Mail Order Specialists Australia Wide 
Retail, Wholesale and Export 


Free “Regular Plant Listing” on request. 


Free “Community Pot Listing” on request. 


Free “Premier Selection and Imported Plant 
Listing” on request. 


Priests Road (PO Box 96) Nursery Open: Wed to Sat - 9am to 4pm 
Deception Bay, Brisbane, Old 4508 Phone/Mail Orders: Mon to Sat - 9am to 4pm 
Ph (07) 3888 3637 Fax (07) 38885271 Closed: Sun, Mon, Tues & Public Holidays 
E-Mail: aranbeem@bigpond.net.au Other times by appointment 
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We grow Asco’s, . 
Cattleyas, Dendrobiums, * . ey 
Oncid Alliance, Sarcs, "S 
Species, Paphs and A. 
many other genera. a 
Web: www.rosellaorchids.com.au 
E-mail: allan@rosellaorchids.com.au 
Phone: 02 6629 1440 
= Hours: By appointment only 
8 Send SAE for listing: PO Box 293, 
6 Clunes, NSW 2480 
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The Orchid Tray Company 
PO Box 572, Sydney Markets NSW 2129 
=m Phone 0416 226 520 ‘| 
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= www. orchidtrays. com.au 
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Epicattleya Siam Jade 


Epicattleya Siam Jade ‘Rachael’ ( 


here is something special about 

green flowers, especially if it’s an 
orchid as well. In the Cattleya alliance 
there is a dominance of pinks and pur- 
ples, so a shade of green is a pleasant 
departure from the norm. 

Epicattleya Siam Jade is a hybrid 
between Cattleya Penny Kuroda 
(Summer Snow x_ guttata) and 
Epicattleya Vienna Woods (Cattleya 
guttata x Euchile mariae). This combi- 
nation is 50% Cattleya guttata, 25% 
Euchile mariae, with minor infusions of 


By David P. Banks 


the Cattleya species C. gaskelliana, C. 
mossiae, C. trianaei, C. lueddemanni- 
ana and C. labiata. Its vibrant glossy 
green blooms are most appealing, espe- 
cially with the contrasting stark white 
labellum. 

I would suspect the albino (green 
petals and sepals, pure white labellum) 
form of the normally brown-spotted C. 
guttata was used to make this hybrid. 
When registered by Yen Orchids in 
1986, the orchid now known as Euchile 
mariae was still classified (by the Royal 
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plant: Hills District Orchids, photo: D.P. Banks 


Horticultural Society in the UK) as an 
Epidendrum. Since then it had been well 
known as Encyclia mariae, but was 
transferred to Euchile by Carl Withner in 
1998. This Mexican species also has 
green blooms with a large white label- 
lum. 

This is an easy orchid to grow in the 
shadehouse in (heavy) frost-free cli- 
mates, with its long lasting blooms 
appearing in late spring. | 

David P. Banks 

Email: davidpbanks @veritel.com.au 


Threatened Orchids in the Wild 
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| eae borrowed from my local library 
an interesting book with the mundane 
title Plant (Dorking Kindersley, London 
2004). Edited by J. Marinelli, and written 
with the assistance of various botanical 
authorities around the world, it deals with 
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The world’s longest running Orchid journal 
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If a subscription is taken out during the year, back issues of that volume will be sent. 
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all plants, not just orchids, with an empha- 
sis on many that are endangered, vulnera- 
ble, or rare in the wild. It’s a large book 
packed with interesting data and quality 
photographs that I’m sure all orchid enthu- 
siasts would enjoy. In the orchid section 
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there is some interesting information. 

The book claims that all plants of the 
endangered species Laelia gouldiana that 
we grow are the same, apparently either 
divisions or mericlones of the same strain, 
and thus identical. This strain is self-infer- 
tile, and cannot be used to raise seedlings, 
although it’s possible to raise hybrids with 
other Laelia species (three are known — 
Laelia Lookalike (L. anceps x L. goul- 
diana), L. Sylvia Roth-Flockerzi (L. 
autumnalis x L. gouldiana) and L. Cotton 
Candy (L. briegeri x L. gouldiana). 
According to the RHS, no Laelia hybrids 
have been made with L. gouldiana as the 
pod parent. Personally, I have doubts that 
all plants of Laelia gouldiana are the same 
— yes, the flowers all seem to be the same 
colour but there are significant differences 
in shape and size. 

Eight species in the Mexican genus 
Barkeria (closely related to Epidendrum) 
are also endangered in the wild due to 
over-collection and loss of habitat. One is 
Barkeria lindleyana, although it’s com- 
mon enough in cultivation and apparently 
colonises many gardens in Costa Rica. 
Both pink and white forms are commonly 
grown. Although it’s grown without heat 
in Queensland, I keep my plants in a 
heated glasshouse here in Melbourne. 
Most barkerias do better if mounted rather 
than pot-grown, as their roots rot easily if 
kept wet during winter. 

I was surprised to read that Coelogyne 
cristata is rare in its native India due to 
over-collection. Almost. every local orchid 
grower would have this species in his or 
her collection, and divisions are now 
offered so cheaply that one wonders at the 
necessity to collect more plants from the 
wild. Another Indian species, 
Bulbophyllum rothschildianum, is also 
endangered in the wild, although common 
in cultivation here. Its umbel of four to 
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eight red flowers may last only a week or 
two, but their comparatively large size and 
unusual character make it an interesting 
orchid to grow. 

Dendrobium moorei, found only on Lord 
Howe Island (several hundred kilometres 
off the New South Wales coast), is listed as 
vulnerable due to its restricted habitat and 
grazing by farm animals. The latter sur- 
prises me, as it grows only on Mount 
Gower, which would be accessible only to 
mountain goats! Dendrobium moorei, 
which bears small white, trumpet-shaped 
flowers in spring, is now fairly well estab- 
lished in cultivation throughout Australia. 

As I wrote only recently in the AOR, 
Epidendrum ilense is now believed to be 
extinct in its native Ecuador. Fortunately 
it’s well established in cultivation, at least 
among those growers who can provide the 
necessary minimum temperature of about 
15°C. Another species from Ecuador, 
Epidendrum medusae (better known as 
Nanodes medusae), is now endangered in 
the wild, although by no means rare in cul- 
tivation. 

Lycaste skinneri, a native of Mexico, 
Guatemala, Honduras and San Salvador, 
was so heavily collected in the nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries, that it 
became endangered in the wild (and still 
is), although well established in cultiva- 
tion. Laelia jongheana is another species 
once so heavily collected from its native 
Brazilian mountain habitat that it is now 
classified as endangered in the wild. The 
spectacular red-flowered Phragmipedium 
besseae, found in Peru and Ecuador only 
25 years ago, has suffered so heavily from 
illegal collection since then that it is 
believed to be extinct in parts of Peru and 
vulnerable in Ecuador. Fortunately, it is 
fairly easy to raise from seed, so its future 
in cultivation is assured. 

I was surprised to read that Pleione for- 
mosana, an orchid present in most hobby- 
ist’s collections, is now rare in its native 
home (Taiwan and eastern China). This 
species multiplies so freely that one would 
think there was absolutely no need for it to 
be collected from the wild any more. 
Vanda coerulea is another once common 
species that was so heavily collected from 
its native India that its numbers have never 
recovered. This popular species, cooler 
growing than others in the genus, has been 
line bred over many generations, selecting 
for colour (deep blue) and filled-in shape. 
This breeding program has fulfilled the 
needs of the orchid fraternity but it is 
doubtful whether the resultant progeny 
would have the genetic diversity to survive 
in the wild any more! 

There is much more in this book on 
other garden plants, some of them rare or 
threatened in the wild, and I thoroughly 
recommend Plant to all. o 

Brian Milligan 
Balwyn North, Victoria 


Aspley Summer 
Orchid Show 


| rere will be the time to once again view the spectacular 
orchid blooms on display when the Aspley Orchid Society holds 
its Summer Show in the Auditorium at the Mt Coot-tha Gardens on 
the weekend of 10-11 February, 2007. Opening hours will be from 
9.00am to 4.pm daily. 

This is an open orchid show with only the Novice section 
restricted to Aspley members. Set up is Friday 9 February from 


2.00pm to 7.30pm. Presentation of prizes will be at 3.45pm on 
Sunday, 12 May. 

Barry Kable from Peter’s Glen will have all his orchid products on 
sale and Orchidaceous Books will have a great selection of books on 
display. 

There will be potting demonstrations throughout the weekend and 
cultural advice available. Floral arrangements and orchid plants will 
be on sale. 

This is your chance to come along and see all those summer flow- 
ering orchids at the first orchid show for 2007. Interstate visitors are 
most welcome and should introduce themselves at the door. 

For further information contact Jan Patterson (07) 3269 7537. 


Dark Star Orelnials 


FLASKS, SEEDLINGS AND FLOWERING SIZE PLANTS 


Imported from top breeders in Germany, UK and Thailand 


African and Madagascan species Paphs, 
Lycastes, Vandaceous, Bulbophyllums and more 


RARE SPECIES AND SOME HYBRIDS 


Hans Schaible 


www.darkstarorchids.com.au 


PO Box 114 Bowraville NSW 2449 
Telephone/Fax (02) 6564 4088 
darkstarorchids@bigpond.com.au 


SHADE CLOTH 


DISCOUNT PRICES 
Queensland’s largest range of shadecloth 
1830mm 
perm per 50m roll 
$5.25 $245 
$4.50 $200 
$4.95 $235 
$6.00 vee 
per 30m 

ALSO AVAILABLE 90% (v/heavy) GREEN $7.15 3205 
Polyshade is a waterproof shade cloth. It is available in only one width 1830mm (6’) and offers 50% shade with a 99% UV block-out. Green or Biscuit $8.25 
per m, $368.50 per 50m roll. Solarweave is a waterproof hot house fabric. 2050mm width. $4.40 per m. $200.00 per 50m roll. (We can have the Polyshade 
or Solarweave electronically welded to whatever size you require.) Weed control mat is the safe solution to your weed problem. We stock 915mm (3') and 
1830mm (6) wide. 915mm $1.20 per m, $48.00 per 50m roll,1830mm $2.10 per m, $87.90 per 50m roll. Larger widths are available (by roll lengths only). 

ALL PRICES INCUDE G.S.T. 


NEWMARKET HARDWARE 


176 Enoggera Rd, Newmarket, Q. 4051 Ph (07) 33560162 Country Orders Welcome. 
ALL CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 


GREEN 

GREEN, BLACK 
GREEN, BLACK 
GREEN, BLACK 


30% (v/light) 
50% (light) 
70% (medium) 
80% (heavy) 
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Yo what’s the importance of the pH 
when growing orchids? 

Quite simply the pH of your potting mix 
governs how well your orchid will absorb 
nutrients. How can it be that simple? Ok 
I'll try to complicate it just a little for you. 

If the pH is too low (acid) or too high 
(alkaline), this can cause problems for 
your plants. 

At low Ph the absorption of ions such as 
iron and manganese is increased. These 
ions have been shown to be toxic to some 
plants. 

Conversely, at a high pH (of 7 and 
above) the absorption of phosphorus is 
reduced, which can lead to nutrient defi- 
ciencies. 

Therefore monitoring the pH of the 
orchid mix is important. What slightly 
complicates the issue is that different 
orchid genera like different pH levels, but 
most seem to like a pH of around 5.8 to 
6.2. 

Constant use of high-acid fertilizers can 
drive the pH of your mix down to danger- 
ous levels. Many experts advise thorough 
rinsing of the bark in your pots periodi- 


cally to wash out excess 
salts which can cause high 
acidity. So testing pH is 
important! 

A pH reading of, say, 3-4 
(too acid) or 8 (too alkaline) 
means that you should repot 
your orchid pretty quickly. 
It is also a good idea to find 
out the pH of your local 
water and the fertilizer that 
you use. This can be done 
fairly simply by using a 
water pH meter before and 
after you water your plant. 
However you will need to catch water 
from the bottom of each pot to do this. At 
present I have yet to see an economical 
device that tests the pH of both water and 
soil but The Orchid Tray Company is 
about to release a dual meter that will mea- 
sure water pH and ec, which is the amount 
of salts, and this means the amount of fer- 
tilizer. This is for the more experienced 
grower. 

See I told you I could make it more com- 
plicated! Actually is not that hard. A sim- 
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ple soil pH meter (like the one in the 
photo) costing around $30 will give you an 
accurate pH reading of your soil or potting 
mix. But make sure to water your plant 
first as these meters work best when the 
soil or potting mix is wet. They are avail- 
able from companies like The Orchid Tray 
Company who have a very good meter 
available from their website at 
www.orchidtrays.com.au 

You will not appreciate the value of cor- 
rect pH until you have it. 
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FROM THE BOOKSHELF 


New electronic tool to 
support Australian 
orchid conservation 


Australian Orchid Genera — An 
Information and Identification System 


by Jones, D.L.; Hopley, T.; Duffy, 
S.M.; Richards, K.J.; Clements, M.A.; 
Zhang, X. 


Price AU$120.00 
ISBN: 643093362 (CD-ROM) 
Publisher: CSIRO Publishing; 2006. 


Ieeatification Series 


Scientists at CSIRO’s Centre for Plant 
Biodiversity Research have produced an 
electronic identification key that will help 
to classify and protect Australia’s 1,300 
native orchid species — many threatened 
by agricultural and urban development. 
Australian Orchid Genera is an illus- 
trated, interactive CD-ROM containing 
the most comprehensive collection of 
data on orchid genera recorded in 


Australia — home to the world’s most 
diverse terrestrial orchids. 

Developed over three years, the power- 
ful navigation tool is the first of its kind 
internationally and enables both profes- 
sional and amateur users to identify 
orchids to genus level using whatever 
information is available. More than 2,500 
annotated images depicting flower struc- 
tures and distinguishing features support 
this process. 

The key’s 127 characters cover mor- 
phology — floral parts, fruit, leaves, stems 
and pseudobulbs — and geographic infor- 
mation, while fact sheets for each of the 
192 Australian orchid genera contain 
botanical, biological and _ ecological 
information. 

Orchids constitute 10 per cent of 
Australian flora and 85 per cent of the 
Australian terrestrial and epiphytic 
species are unique to this continent. 
Conservation is therefore a major priority 
for the Centre for Plant Biodiversity 
Research (CPBR) — a collaboration 
between CSIRO Plant Industry and the 
Australian National Botanic Gardens. 

According to renowned botanist and 
project leader David Jones, accurate clas- 
sification of native orchids is fundamen- 
tal to their survival; it enables scientists to 
determine conservation needs and influ- 
ences environmental assessments for 
urban planning. 

“In the past 20 years Australian orchids 
have attracted closer examination because 
habitats are disappearing,” Mr Jones says. 
“During that time up to 600 new species 
have been discovered and added to the 
Australian National Herbarium for exam- 
ination, but about half of those species are 
at risk and more than 50 are on the criti- 
cally endangered list.” 

The CPBR team has modified orchid 
classification, scientifically naming new 
varieties and renaming existing species to 
“better reflect ancestral development and 


features”. The electronic key was con- 
ceived to explain these enhancements and 
to improve identification — a significant 
component is the Australian Orchid 
Name Index which lists current species, 
recent genus name changes and common 
names. 

CPBR Director Dr Judy West, who 
inspired the key’s development, says the 
reference has successfully captured the 
CPBR research team’s extensive knowl- 
edge of Australian orchids, including that 
of senior scientists who will soon retire. 

“Botanists accumulate enormous 
amounts of valuable information over a 
career, but this has previously been diffi- 
cult to store in an accessible manner,” she 
says. 

“CSIRO has been a world leader in 
delivering complex information in a sim- 
plified way and the orchid key will make 
identification much easier for a wider 
range of users, from botanists to special- 
ist horticulturalists and orchid lovers.” 

The key uses Lucid software, devel- 
oped by Queensland University’s Centre 
for Biological Information Technology, 
which overcomes the time investment 
and problems associated with using 
books for orchid identification. 

Dr West anticipates the key will addi- 
tionally inform decisions for commercial 
propagation — an area that has previously 
been complicated due to terrestrial 
orchids’ symbiotic relationship with 
fungi. 

Mr Jones says the tool also has a 
broader application as an informant of 
environmental conditions given that 
“orchid health is a reliable indicator of 
ecosystem health”. 

This CD is now available for $120.00 
through Orchidaceous Books. For further 
details visit http://www.publish.csiro.au/ 
pid/5365.htm Oo 

Alexandra Pelvin 
email: alex.pelvin@csiro.au 


Orchid 
Productions 


Send a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope for 
seedling and flask price list. 
PO Box 3525, Wamberal NSW 2260 


Phone: 0408 994 696 
Fax: 02 4384 4304 
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RETINITIS PIGMENTOSA 
(RP) 


The major cause of youth blindness! 


If you have RP, or know someone who has, 
please contact the charity/support group 


RETINA AUSTRALIA 


“> 
N 
FIGHTING BLINDNESS 


For information and assistance phone 
1800 999 870 


www.retinaAustralia.com.au 


Orchid | Species 


Specialising in species orchids 
with some hybrids 
Mail Order specialists 
Open by appointment only 
Props: Bill and Jan Miles 


405 Main Street 
Kingston, Victoria 3364 


P 03 5345 6387 
F 03 5345 6303 
E miles@vic.chariot.net.au 
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Dendrobium findlayanum from Thailand 


Where certainly appears to be a resur- 
4. gence of interest in these easily grown 
and temperature tolerant Asiatic epiphytic 
orchids with long lasting blooms. 
Dendrobium nobile has been the backbone 
of true Dendrobium breeding. This style of 
hybrid has been colloquially known as 
“softcane” or “nobile-type” dendrobiums. 
In recent times, some of the later tetraploid 
hybrids have been referred to as 
Yamamoto style hybrids, due to the vast 
and intensive hybridising program gener- 
ated by Jiro Yamamoto of Japan and mar- 
keted through Yamamoto Dendrobiums in 
Hawaii. There have also been some 
Australian enthusiasts (including the late 
Harry Spence, the late Sid Waldie, the late 
Graham Ralston, Fred Jones, Keith Oxley 
and Lloyd Woolnough) who, over the past 
thirty years, have produced some out- 
standing hybrids. 
The following notes and images show- 


Text and photos by David P. Banks 


case some of the species that feature in the 
backgrounds of many of these hybrids, as 
well as some reliable cultivars plus a cou- 
ple of new and unusual ones. Notes on 
their cultivation are provided in Keith 
Ryan’s article in the August/September 
2006 issue of the AOR 71(4):21-24. 


Dendrobium nobile var. nobilius 

This impressive form of this variable 
and widespread species hails from India. 
It was described in the 7th Edition (1894) 
of Williams’ opus, The Orchid-Grower’s 
Manual as “Undoubtedly the largest flow- 
ered form of D. nobile yet introduced. The 
flowers are about 4 inches (10cm) in 
diameter, having broad sepals and petals, 
white richly suffused with rosy-purple, 
darker towards the tips; the lip is white, 
margined with rosy-purple around the 
anterior half, and having an intense pur- 
plish-crimson blotch in the centre. It flow- 
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ers during the winter and spring months 
and is very rare.” 

Steve Clemesha gave me a division of 
this cultivar many years ago, it is a strong 
grower and reliable bloomer and one of 
the most horticulturally desirable. It is 
also the tallest growing form of the 
species that I have. This form was used in 
many of the early hybrids that were bred 
in Europe, passing on its large flowers 
and strong colour. For many years I have 
chased various colour forms of D. nobile, 
and they have been hard to track down as 
the more shapely hybrids have com- 
manded more attention. In the mid 
1980’s it seemed that Steve, the late 
Sandy Holmes and myself were the only 
ones actively seeking these out and culti- 
vating them. In 2004 I imported several 
plants of this species from India and have 
been impressed with the flower quality of 
these wild plants. I am sure that if this 
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Dendrobium nobile var. nobilius 


species was rare there would be more 
people growing it. Many of the older ref- 
erence books list dozens of different 
“varieties”; many I fear have been lost in 
cultivation. 

Some of the colour forms still grown in 
Australia are the albino form (var. vir- 
ginale), the peloric form (var. cooksoni- 
anum), the very pale pink clones (var. bal- 
lianum and ‘Todd’s Variety’) and other 
superior cultivars as ‘Harefield Hall’ and 
“Sir Frederick Moore’. D. nobile is behind 
most of the modern softcane hybrids in 
cultivation. The deep maroon blotch on the 
centre of the labellum is another telltale 
sign. Everyone should have a Dendrobium 
nobile, even if they grow it as a garden 
plant attached to suitable trees in a sunny 
area protected from severe frosts. 


Dendrobium findlayanum 


This orchid is well worth growing alone 
for its unusual jointed pseudobulbs, which 


30 


gives it a unique and distinctive look even 
when out of bloom. Its centre of distribu- 
tion is Thailand, yet it is also found in the 
bordering countries. My plants have all 
been imported from Thailand. It prefers to 
be grown as a specimen plant and be care- 
ful when breaking up plants into small 
divisions as the bases of the pseudobulbs 
have a tiny diameter and are brittle. Well 
grown plants will produce many new 
growths in late spring. 

Unfortunately D. findlayanum is not as 
free-flowering or as robust as D. nobile, 
generally only blooming on the upper 
nodes of the previous years growth. It has 
been used to create a large number of pale 
and pastel coloured hybrids with broad 
lips highlighting a yellowish green disc, 
bordered with white and sometimes with a 
pink to purple tip to the labellum. The trait 
for a somewhat glossy and bumpy 
pseudobulb is another feature passed to 


progeny. 


Dendrobium wardianum 


This majestic species is distributed from 
India (where my plants are from) through 
to Indochina. It is very rare in Australian 
collections; with many plants labelled as 
such often blooming to be either D. signa- 
tum or D. hildebrandii (some taxonomists 
consider the last two species as synony- 
mous, with the former name taking prior- 
ity). With such a stunning colour combina- 
tion it’s a wonder why this taxon has not 
been used more in hybrids. Perhaps it has 
never been common in cultivation. I have 
found that it prefers a bit more shade than 
D. nobile and whilst it doesn’t suffer if 
subjected to nights around the frost level, 
the thin leaves will burn in very hot sum- 
mer temperatures. It is way in the back- 
ground of D. Hamana Lake (only 2%) and 
D. Felicity Fortescue (25%). 


Dendrobium Yukidaruma ‘King’ 

This clone would be the most widely 
grown, popular and reliable softcane 
hybrid in cultivation. A mature plant with 
many pseudobulbs carrying blooms up and 
down the entire length of the stem is an 
impressive sight. Registered in 1973, this 
clone (sometimes incorrectly called ‘The 
King’) and the shorter growing cultivar 
‘Queen’ both have clean white fragrant 
long-lived blooms with a large black- 
maroon blotch on the labellum. This is a 
“must have” plant for the orchid collection, 
for beginners and experienced enthusiasts 
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Dendrobium wardianum from India 


alike. Apparently (according to one of 
Yamamotos earlier catalogues) the name 
Yukidaruma is Japanese for snowman. 


Dendrobium Yukidaruma ‘Bleeding 
Heart’ 


This is a chance mutation initially from 
an aerial of D. Yukidaruma ‘King’, which 
I believe originated in. Australia. I have 
seen it referred to as “Blee’ but I am sure 
this would have been the result of a broken 
plant label. Apart from D. nobile var. 
cooksonianum, this is the only peloric 
softcane Dendrobium that I know of. It is 
not as fast growing as the ‘King’ and takes 
a bit longer to grow into a strong plant. 
Thankfully aerials off this plant retain the 
unique markings on the petals. I do not 
know if this attractive cultivar has been 
used in hybrids. 


Dendrobium Pink Doll ‘Elegance’ 


This was one of the most popular 
hybrids released in Australia by Sandy 
Anderson of Bananacoast Orchids that 
operated out of the Coffs Harbour region 
in the 1980’s and early 1990’s. It has won 
many prizes at shows and is hard to beat 
when flowered well. There are nine differ- 
ent species in its background. This 
tetraploid cultivar has very long lasting 
blooms, which have outstanding substance 
and texture. 


Dendrobium Yukidaruma ‘King’ 


Dendrobium Golden Sands ‘Joyce’ 


This delightful and brightly coloured 
hybrid was a gift from Lloyd Woolnough, 
who has been a fine grower and breeder of 
softcane dendrobiums for over 25 years. He 
has registered over 50 hybrids since 1982. 
This hybrid was made and registered by the 
late Harry Spence of Queensland in 1983 
with the cultivar name honouring his wife. 
This is a robust plant with the flowers open- 
ing a pale lemon and deepening to gold 
tones as the blooms age. If the flowers are 
kept dry they will last for up to eight weeks. 


Dendrobium Chorus Gir] ‘Painted 
Lady’ 

This tri-coloured hybrid was another 
grex bred and registered by the late Harry 
Spence in 1984. Harry, along with wife 
Joyce were very successful exhibitors and 
produced and grew many fine plants. D. 
Chorus Girl is the cross between the yellow 
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D. Adele Fortescue (which has proved to be 
a reliable parent) and D. Delmonaco. The 
D.findlayanum influence is very noticeable 
in the flowers. Champion “softcane” 
Dendrobium growers Keith & Loma Oxley 
grow and flower the cultivar ‘Painted Lady’ 


to perfection. This clone also flowers a bit | 


later in the “softcane” season. It may not 
have the desired filled-in shape that our 
judging requirements demand, but it makes 
up for this by the numbers of flowers and 
their bright and distinct colouration. It’s a 
very pretty orchid. 


Dendrobium Vintage Rose ‘Original’ 
Lloyd Woolnough produced this hybrid 

which he registered in 1983. It’s a cross 

between D. Winifred Fortescue and D. 


Gatton Glory. It has only four species in its © 


background, with the influence of D. sig- 
natum insignificant. It is basically half D. 
nobile and a quarter each of D. find- 
layanum and D. aureum (heterocarpum). I 
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Dendrobium Vintage Rose ‘Original’ (grower: Lloyd & Faye Woolnough) 


Dendrobium Yukidaruma ‘Bleeding Heart’ 


Dendrobium Pink Doll ‘E| 
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Review 


The publishers of the “Australian Orchid Review” are pleased to 
offer their readers popular Orchid books at special discount prices. 


New titles will be added to the list when available. 


All you have to do is select the book(s) required and fill in the 
details on the form provided. 


ORCHIDS 


Cultivation, Propagation 
and Varieties 


by David P. Banks 


“Orchids” is an irresistible volume for 
all orchid lovers that offers practical 
advise to ensure no more flowerless 
stalks, no more browned and brittle 
leaves and no more dead and dying 
plants. Indeed, “Orchids” offers rare 
insights and comprehensive advice | 
on how to keep your orchids vibrant- 

ly and beautifully healthy. 


As detailed as itis diverse, “Orchids” 
explains precisely what your chosen 
species, hybrids or variant needs in 
order to flourish at your fingertips. 
With techniques and tips from pro- 
fessional orchid growers and 
experts, each natural habitat can be 
reproduced in your home to accommodate your favourite bloom. Fascinating and 


| 
Cultivation, 
Propagation and 
Varieties 


richly descriptive chapters take you through the history of orchid discovery, their geo- 


graphical distribution and natural habitat, the awesome diversity of colour, shape and 
size, and all aspects of cultivation. A gloriously illustrated directory of species outlines 
the main characteristics of sore 400 orchids. Illustrated with breathtaking images, 


going oc secs OURDISCOUNTPRICE $40.95, 


growing orchids ie 
224pp. Colour throughout. 
PP: ig “was $48095 rk RRP (Incl. GST) HS STH ND UNG 


215 x 280mm _ Soft cover. 


MORE 
FLOWERING 
ORCHIDS 
THROUGHOUT 


THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


This is the sister volume to Cool Flowering 
Orchids throughout the Year. It is in the 
same format and style as the previous 
book, but also includes some genera that 
would require artificial heating in cooler 
climates. This volume covers a further 314 
orchid species and hybrids with 344 
colour plates. Both texts are highly recom- 
mend to all orchid fanciers; particularly 
newcomers who wish fo see an array of 
delightful flowers that they could grow. 


132 pp. 
242mm x 168mm 
Softcover. 


MORE FLOWERING 


ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 


COOL FLOWERING 
ORCHIDS THROUGHOUT 


THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


Ross Macdonald is a highly respected orchid 
grower and photographer from the North Island 
of New Zealand. This volume is devoted to cool 
growing orchid genera, which are easy to cult- 
vate in New Zealand and southern Australia. 
Growers in tropical areas should not be dis- 
couraged, as many of these orchids are indeed 
adaptable and will grow in a range of climates. 
Andy Easton has written the foreword. Ross has 
devoted the first few pages of the book to cul- 
tural hints, which are down to earth and give 
practical information on the basics of orchid cultivation. 


COOL FLOWERING 


ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 


ROSS MACDONALD 


Basically this is a pictorial book with over 300 full colour photographs, covering a 
similar number of orchid species and hybrids. The quality of both the photographs 
and the colour reproduction is impressive. All of the orchids have been captured using 
available sunlight and there is no flash photography. There is a wide range of orchid 
genera covered with particular emphasis placed on cymbidiums, dendrobiums, 
laelias, masdevallias, the Odontoglossum alliance and Paphiopedilum. 


The photographs are arranged in four chapters, referring on their main blooming sea- 
son. The use of seasons ensures the text is also applicable to growers in the northern 
hemisphere. 


This inexpensive book is exceptional value and importantly is written by someone 
who knows and grows these orchids. | thoroughly recommend this book to orchid 
growers, as it will be of great value to both novice and experienced enthusiasts. 
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144 pp. 242mm x 168mm 
Softcover. 


THE WORLD 
OF ORCHIDS - 2 


The World of Orchids - 2 has been written by 
members and friends of the North Shore Orchid 
Society about orchids grown in Sydney and its 
environs, and we are indebted to those people 
for their time and effort. 


The wor! Ido 


It has been produced to cover a large range of 
genera to help not only the novice, but also the 
experienced grower in their present fields of 
interest, and to tempt and encourage them to try 
other genera. 


It should be pointed out that the methods of cul- 
ture used by the authors are those which they 
themselves have found successful. Growers 
should try any changes to their own culture 
gradually and on a few plants first, OS » 
orchids respond differently under citer 
ent conditions. 


80 pages, colour and B&W. 


Shore Orchid Society 


INTRODUCING 


CATTILEYAS 
Noni J. Mammatt 


Noni Mammatt’s fascination with the 
Cattleya Alliance, their most beautiful 
blooms and extensive range of colour 
combinations, has prompted Noni to 
share the results of her own trials in suc- 
cessfully growing and flowering all types 
of this most beautiful genus under shade- 
house conditions in the city of Perth in 
Western Australia. She hopes that as a 
result of her writing some new growers, as 
well as the experienced growers of other 
orchid genera, may be encouraged to 
introduce the Cattleya Alliance into their 
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GROWING ORCHIDS 


IN YOUR GARDEN 


Growing Orchids | by Robert Friend 
Just about wherever you live in the world, 


IN YOUR ANSE 
i you can grow orchids in your garden. In 


vast Bey f , this exciting book, Robert Friend shows 
gardeners how to introduce orchids into 
the garden by attaching them to trees, fix- 
ing them to rocks and walls, or planting 
1 them directly into garden beds. 


He has traveled the world from Florida to 
] the cool forests of North America, to the 
tropics of the Pacific Rim and to his origins 
in Australasia, searching for new ideas 
and new ways to cultivate these striking 


The author details more than 500 orchid choices for every garden situation and sup- 
plies pisces SiN oe in thorough charts and tables. 


seers OR DNCOUTIES (43.95, 


offers an array of ‘here ney ah 
was was $49295 RRP (Ind. GST) RRP (Incl, GST) Ms Posuce ao hous 


every reader. 


220 pages in colour. 


SARCOCHILUS ORCHIDS 


OF AUSTRALIA 
Walter T. Upton 


Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia is the first 
book to cover all aspects of species of the 
genus Sarcochilus. Compact plants of great 
floral beauty with ease of culture, they are 
mostly cool to cold growing, requiring limit- 
ed space, and for these reasons are quickly 
becoming the orchid of the future. 

The book gives each individual species a 
separate entry, with information on its histo- 
ry, synonyms, distribution, habitat, cultivation 
and hybrids, along with a drawing showing 
the main parts of the plant and flower, plus 
a colour plate providing an easy means of 
identification. 

Hybridising, including intergenerics, is dealt with in detail - most registered hybrids 
being accompanied by a colour plate. Other chapters include pollination, seed rais- 
ing and cultural information for the home grower. 


This is Walter T. Upton’s third book and is a companion to his very popular and 
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WALTER T. UPTON 


cs GROWING | 
PHALAENOPSIS 
ATHOME 


James Neal 


This book is essential reading and reference 
for any person who grows, or is intending to | | 
grow, Phalaenopsis. 

Jim, in a simple and easily understood style, 
explains and elaborates on light conditions, 
watering, temperatures, fertilisers, pests and 
diseases. 


Explanations of the way Phalaenopsis are 
named and the implications of growing seed- 
lings, illustrate some of the more difficult 
ideas for the layman to understand. 


The colour photography illustrates beautifully 
the topics under discussion and the orchid 
names are supplied, where necessary, as a caption. 


The illustrations drawn by in s son Jamie are pertinent and succinct and make the sub- 
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WHAT ORCHID IS 


THAT? 
Edited by Alec Pridgeon 


The orchid is one of the most passionately 
cultivated flowers world-wide, and for cen- 
turies it has been a symbol for the exotic and 
mysterious in the human imagination. As the 
brilliant photographs in this book show, the 
shapes, hues and textures of many of these 
extraordinary flowers continue to produce a 
shock of wonder in the viewer. 


This book will delight everyone, from the 
gardener with a casual interest in orchids, to 
the confirmed enthusiast. It takes in a wide 
spectrum of orchid genera and more than 
1100 species common in cultivation, pre- 
sented by an international team of experts. 


What 


Orchid 


Is That? 


epvtED ay 
ALEC PRIDGEON 


The first section, by the General Editor, Alec Pridgeon, introduces orchid habitat, distri- 
bution, names and classification, hybrids, pollination, how to grow orchids and control 
pests and diseases, and orchid conservation. 


The alphabetical section, “Orchids A-Z”, includes descriptions, names and synonyms, 
geographic distribution, notes on culture, and photographs drawn from collections 
around the world, showing the best-known species in cultivation. 


Whether you are buying, gr growing 
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Australia’s premier orchid 
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really enjoy the sunset tones in this 
uniquely coloured flower, which darkens 
as it ages. It is certainly not in the pinks, 
lavenders and purples of the traditional 
style D. nobile hybrids. The clone 
‘Original’ stands out among a collection of 
flowering softcanes, and I have not seen 
another hybrid with this colour. 
Unfortunately any photograph I have seen 
(or taken) of it does not do it justice. Lloyd 
subsequently made a further hybrid with 
D. Vintage Rose, crossing it with the 
shapely purple D. Super Star to produce D. 
Thomas Miller. 


Dendrobium Hamana Lake ‘Dream’ 


This is a newly imported and floriferous 
compact-growing cultivar that has only 


(Saal | 
Dendrobium Chorus Girl ‘Painted Lady’ (grower: Keith & Loma Oxley) 


recently made it to Australian orchid col- 
lections. It is an extremely vigorous plant, 
producing numerous new growths even off 
small plants, due to the influence of D. 
moniliforme. It won’t be long before spec- 
imen plants are seen on the showbench. It 
has vibrant deep purple blooms with a con- 
trasting pure white labellum with a splash 
of purple at its tip. Limited numbers of 
flowering plants are currently available 
from Tinonee Orchid Nursery and Easy 
Orchids, both of whom advertise in the 
AOR. 


Yamamoto Dendrobiums 

This nursery, located on the Big Island 
of Hawaii since 1974, continues to churn 
out top class Dendrobium hybrids. 
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Unfortunately very few of these new culti- 
vars are in Australia due to the declining 
number of plants being imported due to 
our strict, expensive (and often fatal) quar- 
antine procedures and requirements. Yet I 
am sure there would be a healthy market 
for them here, but plants would initially be 
expensive. I visited their nursery in 1994 
and was most impressed with their plants 
and cultural practices. They now have a 
website, so you can at least see some of 
these new varieties that come in a wide 
range of colours. Visit www.yamamoto- 
dendrobiums.com | 


David P. Banks 
Seven Hills, NSW 
Email: davidpbanks @veritel.com.au 
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A New Species of Bulbophyllum 
(Orchidaceae), from the Philippines 


Text & photos by Jim Cootes and W. Suarez 


bstract: A new _ species of 
Bulbophyllum was recently found at 
the stall of an orchid peddler in the 
Kapatalan area of Quezon Province, Luzon, 
Philippines. This species has affinities with 
B. ecornutum (J.J.Sm.) J.J.Sm., a plant 
known from Thailand, Sumatra, Java, 
Borneo and the Moluccas. It has allegedly 
also been recently discovered in the 
Philippines. 
During a recent vacation to the 
Philippines in July/August 2006, the senior 


author had the pleasure of the company of a 
group of very keen species orchid growers. 
We spent several days exploring the moun- 
tains and the forests of the area around 
Kapatalan in Quezon Province on the east 
coast of Luzon. 

In this area are quite a number of orchid 
peddlers whose stalls are situated along the 
side of the main road. These stalls are a con- 
stant source of wonderful species. It was at 
one of these stalls that we found the subject 
for this article. 


The Australian Orchid Review, December 2006/January 2007 


In February 2006, whilst looking at the 
collection of a friend, Marlon Reyes, the 
plant of a Bulbophyllum species caught my 
eye. A closer study of the plant by my eagle- 
eyed godson, Orlando “Toto” Adamos, 
located a couple of dried blooms. Upon 
placing the dried blooms into liquid they 
reconstituted into a species that we did not 
recognise. The flowers were preserved in a 
mixture of 65% alcohol, 30% water and 5% 
glycerine for further study. These blooms 
have proven to be the same species that we 
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obtained in Kapatalan region. These flowers 
are now held at the Sydney Royal Botanic 
Gardens Herbarium (NSW) under the spec- 
imen catalogue number 734356. 


Taxonomy 

Bulbophyllum ecornutoides Cootes & 
Suarez sp. nov. 

TYPE: PHILIPPINES. Luzon, Quezon 
Province: Kapatalan area, alt. c. 200 m, 
August 22, 2006. J. Cootes JCOO1/2006 
(holotype: NSW 734355) 

Bulbophyllo ecornuto (J.J.Sm.) JJ.Sm. 
affinis sed lobo medio acuto labelli, lobis 
lateralibus falcatis labelli differt. 


Plant Description: 

Roots: are produced mostly from the base of 
the pseudobulbs; relatively few come from 
the rhizome; tips of the-roots are distinctly 
orange. 

Rhizome: creeping, 3 mm in diameter. 
Pseudobulbs: ovoid; green; moderately 
wrinkled; up to 2. cm long by 1.2 cm wide at 
the base; spaced at 3 cm. intervals on the rhi- 
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zome; unifoliate. 


Leaves: _ elliptic-lanceolate, __ relatively 
thinly-textured, up to 11 cm long by 1.8 cm 
wide; underside paler. 

Inflorescences: appear from the base of the 
pseudobulbs, rarely from the rhizome; up to 
3.5 cm long; single-flowered; two sterile 
bracts which are funnel-shaped; acute; dis- 
tinctly keeled; up to 7 mm long by 2.5 mm 
wide. 

Flower colour: sepals and petals are golden 
yellow; labellum is bright yellow. The 
flower is 2.6 cm long by 2.4 cm wide and 
sweetly perfumed. 

Dorsal Sepal: lanceolate, 1.5 cm long by 
5.5 mm wide; acute; glabrous. 

Petals: narrowly lanceolate; 1.1 cm long by 
3.2 mm wide; acute; glabrous. 

Lateral sepals: triangular, 1.3 cm long by 
7.5 mm wide; acute; glabrous; apices over- 
lapping. 

Labellum: three lobed; side lobes falcate, 
4.5 mm long by 3 mm wide at base, erose on 
the edges; mid lobe resembles the beak of a 
bird, acute, 5 mm long by | mm in diameter; 


glabrous. Overall the shape of the labellum 
is cordate, 6 mm long by 6 mm wide. 
Column: 2.5 mm long by 2.5 mm wide; ste- 
lidia pointing downwards, | mm long. 

This species has a similar morphology to 
Bulbophyllum ecornutum (J.J.Sm.)J.J.Sm. 
but differs in the shape of the labellum, 
which in profile resembles a bird, with quite 
along and pointed beak. The consistent pure 
golden yellow colour of the flowers is also 
significantly different. 


Acknowledgements: 

Our sincere thanks go to Dr. Peter Weston 
(NSW) for preparing the Latin diagnosis of 
this species, and to Karen Wilson (NSW) for 
checking the grammar. | 


Jim Cootes 

8 Salt Pan Road, Riverwood, NSW 
Australia 2210 

Email: jecootes@ozemail.com.au 


W. Suarez 
Mabitac, Laguna, Philippines 
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NEW ON THE BOOKSHELF 


A Complete Guide to Native Orchids of 
Australia (Including the Island 
Territories). 

Author: David L. Jones 

Publisher: Reed-New Holland, 
Australia; 2006; 

496 pages (full colour); 

234mm x 308mm 

ISBN: 1 877069 12 4 


A COMPLETE GUIDE TO 


ATIVE ORCHIDS 
OF AUSTRALIA 


David L. Jones B.Ag.Sc., Dip.Hort. 


Line drawings by David L. Jones 


David Lloyd Jones has been actively 
involved with Australian orchids over the 
last four decades, being co-editor of the 
iconic W. H. Nicholls, Orchids of Australia 
(1969), author of Native Orchids of Australia 
(1988), a joint-author of The Orchids of 
Tasmania (1999) and co-author of A Field 
Guide To The Native Orchids Of Southern 
Australia (2000), as well as other publica- 
tions and research papers. 

This book is indeed a significant new 
work and one for which the wait has 
been worthwhile. The author describes 1304 
orchid species and sub-species 
from the Australian continent and territories, 
and due to a generous grant from 
the Australian Orchid Foundation 
most of these have been illustrated with 
excellent close-up photographs in full 
colour. 

The book is attractively produced with a 
hard cover and dust jacket, quality double- 
sided photo paper, clear print and binding 
that appears substantial. At almost 500 pages 
and weighing over 2.5 kg this latter feature is 
essential. 

The structure of such a large book is well 
thought out with an early page headed ‘How 
to use this book’ being included. This page 
provides details of the genus and species lay- 
out as well as a table of abbreviations used 
for frequently cited geographic locations and 
terminology. While catering to a broad range 
of readers, there is an overall emphasis on 


fostering interest in Australian orchids and in 
helping with their identification. 

Every species is listed with its scientific 
name and a so-called ‘common name’. The 
descriptions are clear and include expected 
flowering times, the species’ geographic dis- 
tribution and its habitat. Specific features of 
the orchids are highlighted in attached notes 
as an aid to recognition and identification. 

Part I of the book headed ‘About 
Australian Orchids’, provides useful mater- 
ial on botanical characteristics of orchids, 
name changes to Australian orchids, natural 
hybridisation, the importance of the environ- 
ment and the pollination of many native 
species. The illustrations in this latter section 
are spectacular. 

Parts I and III make up the body of the 
book with Part II covering Terrestrial 
Orchids under twenty Groupings, and Part 
Ill detailing Epiphytic Orchids in four 
Groupings. Together these include 1304 
named taxa in 193 genera. 

Jones outlines the extensive taxonomic 
studies undertaken by Australian researchers 
over the last 20 years and acknowledges the 
numerous name changes that have been 
made in response to this research, including 
the use of DNA analysis. Name changes in 
the book are considerable and will require an 


Wild Orchids of Victoria, Australia 


Authors: Jeffrey Jeanes and Gary 
Backhouse 

Publisher: Aquatic Photographics, 
Australia; 2006; 

316 pages (full colour); 

208mm x 280mm 

ISBN: 0 9775372 0 X 


This completely new pictorial book from 
Jeanes and Backhouse is an outstanding 
addition to the botanical reference library of 
Australian (and particularly Victorian) orchi- 
dology. It does not replace their popular (and 
out-of-print) 1995 work The Orchids of 
Victoria and sits comfortably with it. 

Victoria has a varied orchid flora of 363 
named species ranking it one of the richest 
areas on the planet for terrestrial orchids. 
Included in that number are five epiphytic or 
lithophytic species within four genera. They 
can be found from sea level to the highest 
mountains, from swamps to deserts. The 
flowers occur in a fascinating array of forms 
from just a few millimetres across in the 
onion orchids to almost 200 millimetres 
across in the spider orchids. 1490 pho- 
tographs detail all of the named (and many 
undescribed) orchids in Victoria. Each 
species has a descriptive text, which along 
with the photograph should enable the user 
to identify orchids found growing in the 
wild. As well as being aesthetically pleasing 
to the eye, it is also a true field and identifi- 
cation guide. 
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act of faith by many readers whose back- 
ground in native Australian orchids is limited 
or a little dated. 

While an extensive ‘glossary’ is provided, 
the process of navigating to a particular 
known species in the text is unwieldy in 
those cases where its scientific name has 
been changed. It would have been of benefit 
to the reader if the now synonymous ‘old’ 
name had been included with each of the 
newly named species descriptions and an 
appropriate page reference provided in the 
glossary. This would have enhanced the gen- 
eral readers’ access to specific information 
and their knowledge of the name changes. 

Overall, David Jones has provided a com- 
prehensive and well researched coverage of 
all the currently known Australian native 
orchids. Excellent line drawings and some of 
the best colour photographs of Australian 
native orchids seen to date illustrate these 
descriptions. This is a quality publication, 
most reasonably priced, that will become a 
treasured reference for those with an interest 
in Australian orchids. 

Copies may be obtained from the 


Australian Orchid Foundation at the 
Introductory price of AUD$75.00. | 
Alan Hope 


Email: aehmelb@yahoo.com.au 


The authors are experts in their field. Jeff 
is a botanist at the National Herbarium of 
Victoria, whilst Gary is employed by the 
Victorian Department of Sustainability and 
Environment and has been actively involved 
in conservation initiatives both there and 
abroad. Gary has travelled the world pho- . 
tographing orchids in the wild and I have 
been fortunate to join Gary on excursions in 
Victoria, Western Australia and New South 
Wales. 

This book is not arranged in alphabetical 
sequence, so most botanical books tend to 
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NEW ON THE BOOKSHELF . 


do. Instead, the Table of Contents includes 
both the genus and a representative photo- 
graph to aid the reader who may not be famil- 
iar with all of the botanical names. In varied 
genera, such as Caladenia and Pterostylis, a 
number of images are shown. Related genera 
are presented alongside to easily direct the 
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Flowering Size Choose any 8 for $100 or 
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15 for $125 or 25 for $200 or all 30 for $225 
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8988 Aliceara Mem Teruo Oka "King's Rasom" AM 
8969 Aliceara Mervyn Grant ‘Talisman Cove' 

8926 Beallara Peggy Ruth Carpenter 'Morning Joy' 
7556 Beallara Spidermann 'Teflon 2' 

7629 Beallara Tropic Splendor ‘Golden Gate’ 

7707 Colmanara Wildcat 'Perfumed Lily’ 

7691 Degamoara Flying High "Montezuma' 

7514 Lagerara Roman Emperor 'JEM' 

8985 Miltassia Mem Donald Christian 

8996 Miltassia Radermaker 'Hawthorne' 

7615 Miltassia Shazam ‘AC DC’ 

8963 Miltonia Belle Glade "Everglades Waterfall" 
6381 Miltonia clowesii 'Helen's Joy’ 

7611 Miltonia Earl Dunn ‘Hildos’ 

7650 Miltonidium Hawaiian Sunset 'Carmela' 

8976 Miltonidium Issaku Nagata 'Mambo Moon' 
8932 Miltonidium Marilyn Monroe'Houchie Couchie' 
8843 Miltonidium Pupukea Sunset 'Semi Alba’ 
8822 Miltonidium Ruffters ‘Honjo’ 

8918 Odontobrassia Billabong 'Shimmering Waters’ 
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7553 Odontocidium Big Mac 'KK' 
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reader to the group of plants they wish to fur- 
ther study and identify. 

A comprehensive map of Victoria is 
included so that readers unfamiliar with the 
local geography can graphically see where 
these orchids occur. The Introduction is very 
informative and also touches on the conser- 
vation of the State’s native orchids. The 
Glossary covers the botanical terms used in 
the book and there are pictorial examples of 
both the terminology of selected column and 
labellum features as well as general termi- 
nology of floral forms in terrestrial orchids. 
This is followed by a Key to Genera of 
Victorian Orchids and a number of useful 
habitat shots to give the reader an idea of the 
country where some of these orchids grow 
and what they nay find in each ecosystem. 

The taxonomy throughout mirrors that 
used by the National Herbarium of Victoria 
(Melbourne), so there is a mix of “old” and 
“new” generic names. For instance, 
Cyanicula, Pheladenia,  Paracaleana, 
Thynninorchis, Hydrorchis, Corunastylis, 
Thelychiton and Dockrillia are used, yet 
Caladenia, Corybas and Pterostylis have 
been retained in the broad sense. Personally 
I found this treatment a little puzzling with 
the authors forced to basically sit on the 
fence. Common names have also been 
applied to all of the taxon within the book. It 
always amuses me that an exceedingly rare 
orchid can still have a “common” name! 

The colour photography throughout this 
book is breathtaking. Most of the images 
have been taken by Gary Backhouse (who 
takes some of the best photos of spider 
orchids I have seen), Jeffrey Jeanes, Rudie 
Kuiter (an acclaimed marine photographer) 
with additional sporadic images from a num- 
ber of other colleagues. What makes this 


book so unique is this is both an informative 
and accurate pictorial reference work as well 
as an indispensable field guide. Basically, if 
it’s not in the book, you can bet it hasn’t been 
recorded before anywhere, or at least in 
Victoria. 

Whilst most books only show one exam- 
ple of the species, and that is usually a close 
up of an individual bloom, this work again 
shows how extensive the topic is covered. 
There are multiple images of most species 
(up to 20 in some cases), especially where 
there is variation in form and colour. There 
are also macro-shots focussing on many of 
the diagnostic features to further aid identifi- 
cation. Another plus is that the whole plant is 
often shown and images of the leaves which 
can help to identify some species even when 
not in bloom. There are also numerous 
named (and unnamed) natural hybrids show- 
cased in this book. There is concise informa- 
tion given for each species, including mea- 
surements, flowering time, habitat, distribu- 
tion, related species and if the taxon has fea- 
tured in any natural hybrids. It is very easy to 
read with minimal botanical jargon. 

The book concludes with a species 
Checklist, an extensive Bibliography and a 
full Index to both the Common and Scientific 
names. 

This superbly produced book is a must 
have for Australian orchid enthusiasts, stu- 
dents of native wildflowers and those who 
simply appreciate fine photography. It is cur- 
rently available from Orchidaceous Books at 
the introductory price of AUD$88.00, and is 
worth every cent. If only all regional floras 
were so thorough and comprehensive as this 
work. | 

David P. Banks 
Email: davidpbanks @veritel.com.au 


Cattleyas Online 


Quality exhibition cattleyas are our 
specialty. 


For a catalogue please phone, fax, or 
e-mail us as below. 


You can also visit us on the Internet at 
www.cattleyasonline.com.au 


Phone/Fax: 07 3388 0866 
Mail: PO Box 4612 
Loganholme 4129 


E-mail: info@cattleyasonline.com.au 
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Cattleyas —- Laelias etc 
Large Plants & Seedlings + Flasks 
Plant + Flasking List on request 


Phone: 02 6628 6356 
Fax: 02 6628 6856 
Email: jk.heindke@bigpond.com 
Mobile: 0417 021 789 
43 Davey Rd, URALBA NSW 2477 | 
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SHOW ADDRESS 


DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY 
Queensland 
10-11 February 9.00am-4.00pm Summer Aspley OS The Auditorium, 
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Summer Orchid Show 


Brisbane Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha 
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Micropera utriculosa var. diwata 
A New Orchid Variety from the Philippines 


Micropera utriculosa (Ames) Garay flower 
Plant and photograph courtesy of David Banks 


Abstract: 


Micropera utriculosa var. diwata from 
Agusan del Sur, Philippines is hereby 
described and illustrated as a new orchid 
variety. 


Introduction: 


Micropera utriculosa (Ames) Garay is 
endemic to the Philippines. The plant was 
formally described by Professor Oakes 
Ames in 1915 from specimens flowering 
at the Bureau of Science in Manila in 1908 
collected from Luzon by an unknown col- 
lector. He named the plant Camarotis 
utriculosa with the specific name refer- 
ring to the inflated spur. The habit was 
similar to Camarotis manii King and 
Pantling, but with a different inflores- 
cence habit and labellum and it was also 
compared with C. sterrophylla J.J. Smith 
which was different to utriculosa in the 
details of the labellum according to Prof. 
Ames. The next collection which identi- 
fied its specific locality in Mindanao was 
found by C. B. Robinson in June 27, 1910 
at 5 meters altitude in Cotabato. The 
flower colour mentioned was column and 
base white, and the rest of the flowers are 
deep purple. The third collection was 
found in Cavite by A. R. Ward which pro- 
duced light purple flowers in Manila in 
1913. Prof. Ames limited the description 
to the flower with purple colour. L.O. 
Williams transferred it to Sarcanthus in 
1937 because the rostellum is large but is 


by Amihan M. Lubag-Arquiza 


hardly comparable to the rostellum in 
Camarotis. 

Dr Quisumbing (1951), bought a bas- 
ketful of plants reported from the forests 
of Quezon from Ms Mary Fermin, a mem- 
ber of the Philippine Orchid Society. He 
first suggested that it may be a 
Trichoglottis, but after close inspection 
discovered that it does not belong to the 
genus. Dr. Charles Schweinfurth of 
Harvard University identified it as 
Sarcanthus utriculosus (Ames) L. O. 
Wms. It’s currently accepted name 
Micropera utriculosa was given by Dr 
Leslie Garay of Harvard University in 
1972. Dr. Helen Valmayor (1984) added 
Bohol and Agusan as the plant’s origin 
while Jim Cootes (2001) indicated Albay. 
A photo of a plant owned and bloomed by 
David Banks appeared in Orchids 
Australia and Cootes’ book Orchids of the 
Philippines. The flower colour is also pur- 
ple. 


Collection Background 


A visit was made in the province to meet 

with local officials and collectors after that 
material were requested for the University 
of the Philippines Los Bajfios collection. The 
specimen plants were obtained by Amihan 
Lubag-Arquiza on August 6, 2001, from her 
brother Magtanggol M. Lubag of Nestle 
Philippines who at that time was based in 
Agusan del Sur and frequently travels to 
Mindanao. The plants came from a collector 
who reported that the plants were obtained 
from Mt. Diwata. The plants were observed 
and established at the UPLB Orchid 
Nursery. Photographs and plates were pre- 
pared. 
Typus: Amihan Lubag-Arquiza (collector) 
from M. Lubag, Agusan del Sur, Philippines 
6th August 2001. AGUA2001.002 
Illustration Holo ON-UPLB 

Micropera utriculosa var. diwata Lubag- 
Arquiza arcte affinis Micropera utriculosa 


Micropera utriculosa var. diwata flower and part 
of inflorescence 
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(Ames) Garay sed ab ea foliis latioribus (lat- 
itudine 1.5 cm non | cm), inflorescentia lon- 
giore (8-12 cm non 4-5 cm) florum numero 
majore (30 non 6-12), coloribus dissimilibus 
florum (rosea non purpurea) et linea atro- 
rosea secus medium sepalorum  dis- 
tinguenda. 

Etymology: Micropera utriculosa_ var. 
diwata Lubag-Arquiza 

The varietal name is given after the noun 
in Tagalog vernacular “diwata” meaning to 
fairy which also refers to the plant’s origin, 
Mt. Diwata. . 

Micropera utriculosa var. diwata is 
closely related to Micropera utriculosa but 
can be distinguished by its wider leaves (1.5 
cm not | cm), more flower and buds ( 30 vs. 
6-12), longer inflorescence ( 8 to 12 cm vs. 
4-5 cm) different flower colour (light pink 
not purple) and pink line in the middle of the 
sepal. 


Description 


Growth Habit upright monopodial epi- 
phyte with adventious roots. Stems about 26 
to 40 cm long. Leaves 1.5 cm wide up to 
about 10.5 cm long , leathery and arching 
gracefully. Inflorescence racemose upright 
to arching about 8 to 12 cm long carrying up 
to 30 light pink buds and flowers, stalk or 
scape is light green. Flower | cm across, 
pedicel colour pink to darker magenta Petals 
oblong-elliptic, 0.4 cm long by 0.2 cm wide. 
light pink in the middle, darker in the mar- 
gin Dorsal and lateral sepals 0.5 cm long and 
0.3 cm wide, light pink with dark pink stripe 
in the middle and darker pink near the mar- 
gins, the dorsal sepal oblanceolate while lat- 
eral sepals obovate. Labellum three lobed, 
erect lateral lobes and fleshy midlobe with 
white colour in the base and light pink 
colour in the tip. 

The plants had two to four inflorescences 
with 30 flowers and/or buds each. Flower 
opening in succession, not at the same time 
as reported by Dr. Valmayor (1984). 

Cuttings can be mounted in a tree trunk 
or fern slab. When newly planted place 
under partial shade. It was earlier reported 
that they were grown in pots with crushed 
stones and leaf mould (Quisumbing 1951) 
but were better in trunks. Fertilization may 
be with used of organic or inorganic solu- 
tion similar to that used with other vanda- 
ceous orchids. This can grow well in a - 
greenhouse in temperate areas but requires 
high humidity and good air movement. In 
Australia the species has been reported to 
tolerate temperatures in the greenhouse to 
about 12°C during the duration of winter 
(Cootes, 1999). 
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Shenandoah 
Orchids 


‘Shenandoah’ 1717 Icely Road, 
Lewis Ponds via Orange NSW 2800 
Phone: (02) 6365 9211 E-mail Igough@optusnet.com.au 


Flasks of the following crosses are available, 
containing approx. 30 plants for $45 inc. GST 


Orders of 10 flasks or more, each flask $40 inc GST. 
All plants sent bare rooted in zip-locked plastic bags 
via express post. Allow a minimum of $12 for 
freight/packaging/handling 

$453 Khan Flame ‘April’ x Wyong Rouge ‘Mulberry’ — /ntense, shapely mid to 
late season reds with a percentage of yellow centered lips 
$455 Ruth Curran ‘T.0.M.’ x Solana Beach St. Francis’ - A back cross with 
Solana Beach hoping to intensify the genes for show bench shape. Mid-sea- 
son pinks 
$464 Sylvan Star ‘Tia’ x President Gorbachev ‘Diplomat’ - Early to mid-sea- 
son pinks with stunning blush yellow centered lips. 
$465 Sylvan Star ‘Tia’ x Wyong Rouge ‘Mulberry’ - A back cross with ‘Tia’ 
hoping to intensify blush yellow centred lips, later in the season 
$468 Yowie Rose ‘Cabernet’ x President Gorbachev ‘Diplomat’ - Mid to ate 
season reds and pinks with adouble dose of Terama in the background 
$469 Yowie Rose ‘Cabernet’ x Surman’s Rose ‘Pamela Margaret’ — Mid to late 
season pinks and reds with a show bench percentage 
$466 Sylvan Star ‘Tia’ x Khan Flame ‘Baroness’ — Early to mid-season reduced 
foliage, good spike arrangement with stunning lips. 
$4123 Joan’s Charisma ‘Vanity’ x Star Paradise ‘Enticing’ - Mid to late sea- 
son multiple spiking whites with straight spikes 
$4124 Joan's Charisma ‘Vanity’ x Poetic Winter ‘Gaiety’ - Shapely whites with 
a percentage of green for the mid to late season 
$4138 Khan Flame ‘Sheena’ HCC/AOC x Fair Wall ‘Dural’ — Dark pink/ orange/ 
sunset shades with good shape and productivity in the mid-season 
$4152 Pharaoh’s Gold ‘John’s Delight x Red Beauty ‘Bronze Delight’ - 
Shapely mid to late season oranges, yellows and sunset shades 
$4165 (Lancashire Khan x Elegant Valerie) ‘Tiger Eyes’ x Pontac ‘Rozel’ 
AM/RHS - Tiger Eyes is a bright pink with a totally red lip. Rozel has shape, 
excellent spike arrangement. 
$4200 Winter Showers ‘Marilyn’ x Daintree ‘Kiku' - High shape greens with 
a percentage of high flower counts in the mid to late season 
$4202 Daintree ‘Kiku’ x Poetic Winter ‘Gaiety’ - Mid to late season greens 
with a different genetic mix 
$4203 Daintree ‘Kiku’ x Royal Fare ‘No5’ - Productive high shape greens for 
the mid-season 
$4171 Culpaulin ‘Snowflake’ x Joan’ Charisma ‘Vanity’ — Triploid Cross - 
Prolific, high flower count spikes for the late season. Cut flower and pot plant. 


Bribie Island 


Sub-Tropical Orc 


Micropera utriculosa var. diwata part of inflores- 
cence 


Literature cited: 

* Ames, O. 1915. Camarotis Lindl., 
Orchidaceae 5: 244-245 

* Cootes, J. 1999. Micropera utriculosa 
(Ames) Garay Orchids Australia 11(4): 47 

* Cootes, J. 2001. Orchids of the 
Philippines. Timber Press, Portland 


ting the 


Oregon. 

* Garay L. 1972 Micropera utriculosa 
(Ames) in Bot. Mus Leafl. 23 (1972).187 

* Quisumbing, E., 1951. An Unusual 
Sarcanthus. Philippine Orchid Review 
4(2). {Reprinted in Valmayor H.(ed). 1981. 
in the Complete Writings of Dr. Eduardo A. 
Quisumbing on Philippine Orchids pp135- 
138.} 

* Valmayor, H L. 1984. Orchidiana 
Philippiniana. Eugenio Lopez Foundation 
Inc., Manila, Philippines 

* Williams, L. O. 1937 Sarcanthus 
utriculosus (Ames) in Bot. Mus. Leaflets 
(5) 38 


Acknowledgements: 

The author wishes to thank: Magtanggol 
Lubag for help in collection, Marlon 
Sacdalan and Ramil Marasigan for mainte- 
nance 
assistance, Jim Cootes and David Banks 
for photograph, papers and information 
shared, Peter Bostock for etymology and 
Latin diagnosis assistance and Department 
of Agriculture Bureau of Agriculture 
Research for research funds. a 


Amihan M. Lubag-Arquiza 
Department of Horticulture 

University of the Philippines Los Banos 
Philippines 4031 

Email: amyarquiza@hotmail.com 

or ala24@cornell.edu 


rchid Society Inc 


ouncil of Queensland 


ORCHID FESTIVAL 


chid Fantasy 


8-11 June 2007 


at Bribie Island State High School, First Ayenue, Bribie Island Qld — Entry $4.00 


Attractions 


Relaxed informal friendly 
atmosphere 

Competitive show — Displays 
by Societies 

Banquet dinner — Light 
refreshments — Tours 


prover supPORTED BY 
CABOOLTURE 
sagem SHIRE COUNCIL 


Valo lo} a) 


Alice’s Orchids 
Neliloleteynamelcealietsy 


Brighton Orchid Nursery Orchids 
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Plant sales — Commercial 
growers in attendance 
Folk art, crafts, floral art, 
woodcrafters, jewellery, 
pottery etc 

Island accommodation 


Burbank Orchid Nursery 
Cedarvale Orchid Nursery 
Dendi Orchid Nursery 
Down Under Native 


—d 


Easy Orchid Nursery 
Robertson Orchid 
Rosella Orchid Nursery 
Tinonee Orchid Nursery 
Woolf Orchidculture 


Unlimited Free Parking 
" Wheelchair friendly access 


Short drive to attractions at 
Brisbane, Sunshine & Gold 
Coasts _ 
_ Bus Groups welcome — 


readily available special entry price 
Contact Secretary Lynn Hauck 


BR Gardens 

Sema cunine 

Fly Free Zone 
Horticultural Solutions 
JPR Fertilizers 


Guest Speakers 


Gary Yong Gee, 

Murray Shergold, 

Ray Clements, John Woolf, 
Dennis Deihm, 

Wayne Harris, David Martin 


Orchidaceous Books 
Peters Glen Shadehouses 
Terra Potta Pots 

Unique Jewellery 
WonderGrow Products 
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Cymbidiums Australia 


PRESENTED BY THE AUSTRALIAN CYMBIDIUM SOCIETY INC. 


Editor’s Report 


n this issue Dr John Snedden completes 

his two part article on Cymbidium 
seedlings with detailed descriptions on the 
flasking process, deflasking and growing 
on cymbidiums from flask and, finally, 
some observations on what to expect from 
Cymbidium hybrids. We are sure that 
John’s article will prove helpful to anyone 
considering growing cymbidiums from 
flask, or will clarify the process suffi- 
ciently to dispel any fears first-time 
deflaskers may have about the process, or 
possibly encourage would-be hybridizers 
to give making their own crossings a try. 

There are a surprising number of grow- 
ers who try their hand at making 
Cymbidium hybrids, either occasionally, 
or on a more regular basis, and find it adds 
another interesting dimension to their 
hobby. Cymbidium hybrids made by ama- 
teur hybridists can add much to the devel- 
opment of cymbidiums as amateur breed- 
ers often make crossings which commer- 
cial hybridizers would not consider mak- 
ing, perhaps due to the speculative nature 
of the crossing, lack of commercial suit- 
ability, or some other factor. Certainly, a 
good percentage of hybrids made by ama- 
teurs will prove to be unsuccessful but, 
sometimes, attractive and valuable results 
will come through which would otherwise 
never have been produced. Of course 
everyone has to start somewhere and, if 
you are willing to take a chance and per- 
haps do a little research and observe the 
results being produced from various par- 


Editors 


Noe Smith 


ent plants, then success rates can and will 
improve. 

Peter Moore, in his role as Secretary of 
the Cymbidium Club of Australia (NSW), 
has contributed two articles for this issue. 
One deals with that club’s innovative 
(some may say radical) competition class 
for Cymbidium blooms, while the other 
reports on their show season bus trip 
through NSW and Victoria. 

Rob Smith provides a report in words 
and pictures on this year’s National 
Cymbidium Show staged in Ararat this 
September, where once again the best 
cymbidiums from around the country 
were on display. 

Terry Poulton gives us a look at a fine 
white seedling which succeeded in win- 
ning Champion Seedling at this year’s 
OSCOV/Collectors Corner Melbourne 
Orchid Spectacular and Phil Grech brings 
us the fascinating story of Cymbidium 
Memoria Dean Roesler ‘Kalbeeba’ which 
won Grand Champion at the same show 
and was featured on the cover of the last 
AOR issue. 

Although this editorial is being written 
at the end of October, it will be only a mat- 
ter of days until Christmas as you read it. 
Accept our very best wishes for the season 
and the new year. May your Christmas be 
everything you want it to be and be cele- 
brated in whatever way you find the most 
appropriate and joyful. Peace to you all, 
we certainly need it. And of course don’t 
forget about your cymbidiums entirely 
over the holidays. | 

Your editors 


Rob Smith 


24 William Hunter Court, 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 


Tel/Fax: (03) 5986 1121 


Email: 
aussiecyms@internode.on.net 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month (except December, January 
and February) 

Meetings commence 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Lakemba Chapter Remembrance Hall, 
220 Lakemba Street, Lakemba, 
Sydney, N.S.W. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Peter Moore, 

10 Stephanie Street, 

Padstow, N.S.W. 2211 
Phone: (02) 9721 0572 
President, Geoff LeMarne, 

Phone: (02) 9449 9648 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month (except December and January) 
Auditorium open from 7.00 p.m. — 
Beginners’ Group commences 7.20 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Burnside Community Centre, 

401 Greenhill Road, Tusmore, Adelaide, S.A. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Jeanne Hall, 

18 Coorilla Avenue, Glenelg North, S.A. 5045 
Phone: (08) 8294 5562 
President, Ray Brady, 

Phone: (08) 8252 3812 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID CLUB OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of 
each month (except January and February) 
Benching of plants commences 7.15 p.m. 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Belmont Sports & Recreation Club, 
Abernethy Rd, Belmont, W.A. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Alice Lang, 

20 Urch Road, Kalamunda, WA 6076 
Phone/Fax: (08) 9257 1056 
President, Helen Stretch 
Phone: 0419 197 043 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID SOCIETY 
OF VICTORIA INC. 


Meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of 
each month (except January) 
Popular Vote commences 7.50.p.m. — 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Mt. Waverley Youth Centre, 
Millers Crescent, Mt. Waverley, Victoria. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Jenifer Robertson, 

54 Worthing Road, Devon Meadows, 
Victoria 3977 
Phone: (03) 5998 2226 
President, Peter Sunderland, 


Phone: (03) 5998 2535 
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Cymbidium Club of Australia (NSW) 


2006 Bus Trip to Victoria 


Text by Peter Moore and Photography by Emine Muharrem and Fay Harris 


[ was on again, the second bus trip for 
the Cymbidium Club of Australia 
(NSW). We had organized a trip to 
Victoria and return over four days and it 
was fantastic!!!! A great time was had by 
all and I am sure a few of us were tired for 
a couple of days after. 

The tour began with some members 
being collected in Parramatta at 5.15am 
and then we took off and collected more 
people at 6.00am in Bankstown and then, 
picked up the rest at Heathcote by 
7.00am. 

We headed south, with the first stop 
being at Bateman’s Bay. Here we were 
treated to pancakes with home made 
strawberry jam and fresh cream. What a 
terrible way to get started!! After about an 
hour’s break, we continued to travel south 
until we got to Bega, on the far south coast 
of New South Wales. Whilst here we vis- 
ited the Bega Cheese Factory and had a 
great lunch. It was there that we caught up 
with one of our favorite club members and 
a great person, Mrs. Norma Stafford. It 
was good for us to catch up with her as 
much as her catching up with us. 


After saying our farewell’s to Norma we 
then headed towards “Mexico” and soon 
crossed the border coming across a bril- 
liant hotel in a place called Bellbird. It was 
a great little country pub and we stayed for 
a while. The hotel was on grounds which 
had daffodils and jonquils just growing 
wild. It was truly beautiful. We then settled 
down for the haul to Sale. 

After what seemed like forever we 
arrived in Sale and found our motel. The 
owners had a smorgasbord wait- 


then took off into the nursery, leaving no 
stone unturned. Many a good plant was 
purchased and we wished we’d had more 
time to spend there but we had to leave 
Peter and Joyce and head towards 
Gardenworld/Collectors Corner. Our 
thanks go to both Peter and Joyce for their 
hospitality and we look forward to seeing 
them again. 

Upon arrival at Gardenworld/Collectors 
Corner we had a quick sandwich and a 


ing for us and an open bar with 
ample cold beer. It was good to 
finally be off the bus and sitting 
down having a beer. 

The next day we were up at 
7.00am and had a brilliant break-  F 
fast and headed off at to 
Kimberley Orchids. Peter and 
Joyce Sunderland greeted us and 
put on a morning tea that rivals 
any good hotel in Sydney. The 
members wasted no time in 
devouring the refreshments and 


Right: Deborah gold mine entrance. 


Below: CCA members at Holbrook 
NSW. 


CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


cuppa before heading of to the show. 
WOW!!! What a great venue and what a 
great show. It is a show that would take 
many hours to prepare and all credit to Ern 
Kettle and his crew for a fine job in putting 
this event together. Having never been 
before it was an eye opener for me. The 
displays were very good and a lot of top 
quality plants were there for the public to 
ogle. With many plants of different sizes 
and quality on sale it meant that all orchid 
growers were able to purchase something 
to their taste. 


After we had spent our money we 
headed for the Southbank Travelodge 
where we were staying for the night. After 
settling in, I gathered the troops in the 
foyer at and we walked down Southbank 
along the Yarra River towards the Crown 
Promenade for dinner. Melbourne did not 
disappoint. As soon as we left the hotel 
with only a 10 minute walk to our destina- 
tion, the heavens ‘opened up and down it 
came. Amazingly, as soon as we entered 
the Crown Promenade for dinner the rain 
ceased. It was as if someone had spoken to 


Left: Peter Moore at Keanelly Orchids — wrap it 
up, I'll take it with me! 


Below: Bendigo Pottery — for factory museum 
and Devonshire Tea. 


somebody and organized this (to be inves- 
tigated)! 

WHAT A GREAT NIGHT!!! We dined 
at the Mesh Restaurant and were treated to 
a meal of succulent oysters, sweet and 
tasty prawns and some brilliant chardon- 
nay to wash it down. With the mains 
served and presented beautifully and a 
dessert buffet to die for, the members then 
headed across the road to the Crown 
Casino. This was where I believe some 
serious spending was done but everyone 
enjoyed themselves. Some members 
retired early and I believe others were still 
partying after 2.00 am. However, us New 
South Welshmen can cope with the pace 
and all bodies were accounted for the next 
morning and were ready for breakfast at 
7.00am. 

We left Melbourne at 8.00am and 
headed for Keanelly Orchids and, surpris- 
ingly, members still had that paper stuff to 
purchase many quality plants. A special 
thanks to both David and Lorraine for their 
hospitality and putting on a tasty morning 
tea. It was good to see how different nurs- 
eries are set up and the way they approach 
their growing — with Peter’s plants in full 
bloom and David’s still in bud — no doubt 
due in part to the colder winter tempera- 
tures in David’s part of the world. 


Top: Deborah gold mine tunnel. 


Inset: Keith Harris kitted out for a spot 
of digging. 


Right: Down the mine. 


We next headed for the Deborah Gold 
mine in Bendigo where we were taken 10 
stories underground and walked through 
the old mines. It was very cold and very 
damp and no way would I have survived 
those conditions for work. It is a credit to 
those men who put their lives at risk to do 
such a hard job. It was very interesting to 
see. 

After a quick cuppa we headed up the 
road to the Bendigo Pottery Factory. There 
we were taken around the factory museum 
and shown how it all works. The members 
were able to spend what money was left 
and have a nice Devonshire Tea to sustain 
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them until dinner time. Both these venues 
are well worth a look when traveling to 
Bendigo. 

Next stop, Wangaratta, where we 
checked into the motel and headed to the 
local Chinese restaurant where a massive 
ten-course banquet awaited us. Most peo- 
ple crashed early that night but I have 
heard through the grape vine that some 
kicked up their heels again and came in 
late. 

All were up again at 7.00am for break- 
fast before we headed off to Yass for our 
lunch break and then a silver service 
Devonshire Tea at Ranelegh House in 
Robertson. The travellers had some time to 
stretch their weary legs and walk amongst 
the pristine grounds prior to our departure. 
You can’t leave Robertson without visiting 
the famous Robertson Pie Shop where 
members again dug deep and spent what 
was left on locally made family pies and 
cakes. 

With all this now completed we finally 
headed for home. 

Everyone had a great time and are still 
talking about it and making tentative plans 
for next year. I would like to thank the peo- 
ple who went on this trip. These tours can 
only work if everyone sticks to the sched- 
ule. That is what happened and that is one 
of the main reasons it went so well. Well 
done everyone and I look forward to see- 
ing all those who book for next year’s tour. 

Peter Moore 
10 Stephanie Street 
Padstow NSW 2211 
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CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


Flasking, Deflasking and 
Planting Out Seedlings in 
Community Pots 


N& Cymbidium seedlings initially 
grow in flasks, but what is a flask? 
Today a flask is not necessarily a labora- 
tory flask, but it is often a jam or peanut 
butter bottle, polycarbonate jar, or plastic 
takeaway food container. Jam jars etcetera, 
might seem a poor alternative to sophisti- 
cated laboratory equipment, but they 
really aren’t. This is because a flask can be 
in any shape or form, new or “second 
hand’, as long as it can be fully sterilized 
to kill any bacteria which could later hin- 
der the development of the plantlets to be 
grown in the flask so as to maintain a ster- 
ile environment, all flasking is done in a 
laboratory. 

This is how flasking is done: A small 
amount of liquefied agar jelly solution is 
poured into the flask, filling up to about 
two or three centimeters of the bottom of 
the flask. This agar contains the food for 
the developing seeds/plants, and of course 
it gives the new small plants something to 
send their little roots into to stabilize them. 
After this, the Cymbidium seeds are sprin- 
kled onto the now solidified agar at the 
bottom of the flask. Then the flask is 
sealed with the sterile lid so as to maintain 
the sterile micro climate in the flask 
required for the germinating seed, and 
later the small developing plantlets. 

After the plants have been about one 
year in the flask, the flask is ‘replated’ 
(replanted). This means that the lid is 
opened ina sterile environment, then small 
plants are removed, the weaker, failed 
plants are discarded, then the healthy 
plants are replanted into a new sterile 
flask. It is in this form that we buy them. 

When we order a flask from a retailer 
often we will have to wait many months to 
receive it. This is because the retailers 
advertise their stock and take orders while 
the stock is still in the first flask (or the 
Mother Flask). Your orders will be sent to 
you only when the ‘replated’ (replanted) 
seedlings in their new flask have grown 
and reached up to lid of the flask. This 
delay is to ensure that your plants are suf- 
ficiently developed to survive outside of 
the flask and in your orchid house. The 
orchid nursery laboratories that do this 
flasking work, are able to provide the 
plants growing in the sealed flasks with 


Text by Dr John Snedden. 


optimum conditions, which includes regu- 
lated light and temperature. This is why 
the propagation of orchids through seed is 
best left to the laboratories. 

Some orchid nursery laboratories will 
deflask your order for you when it is ready, 
and send the plants to you in a plastic bag. 
This saves not having to pay postage for a 
heavy glass flask. If however the flask is 
sent intact to you, or you buy an intact 
flask at an orchid show, then this is how 
you would deflask the plants yourself. It is 
a very simple procedure that anyone can 
do: 
¢ You will need a clean workspace, some 
paper towels, a bowl with slightly warmed 
water, pots, labels and potting medium — 
either fine bark, coco peat, perlite, sphag- 
num moss, etc. 
¢ Over your clean workspace (a kitchen 
bench is good) open the lid of the flask and 
shake or pull out the small plants. If they 
won’t budge then pour some slightly 
warmed water into the flask and shake it 
about gently, this should release the plants. 
¢ With the plants out of the flask, hold the 
clump of plants together, then in the bowl 
of slightly warmed water, wash off all the 
agar solution from around the roots. As 
you do this, separate the plants one from 
the other — you will find that the roots of 
the plants have become entwined with 
each other. The plants are tough so you 
don’t have to be overly gentle. 
¢ After this, lay the separated plants to dry 
out a little, on some paper kitchen towels. 
¢ As you lay out the plants you will notice 
some small clumps of green undeveloped 
plants, disregard these. Disregard also any 
very small plants that you think are 
unlikely to survive and develop. 
¢ We are ready now to plant out the plants 
into community pots (known also as com- 
pots). Here the small plants grow together 
in community or in a community. The best 
pots to use are squat pots, but anything will 
do. Choose a pot which is about 150mm 
across the top. Fill the pot three quarters 
(7/4) full with your chosen potting medium. 
I find sphagnum moss the best, but any fine 
open orchid mix will do, (don’t use ordi- 
nary potting mix as used for ferns or pot 
plants, it is to fine). 

e Plant out the small plants into these pots, 
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space them about 3 centimetres from each 
other. You should get anything from 15 to 
25 in each 150mm pot. Pot size is not 
overly important. Just don’t use really 
small pots as you will defeat the purpose of 
community, which implies group planting 
and togetherness. It seems that small 
plants grow better when planted together. 
¢ Give the planted out community pots a 
watering. This moistens the potting mix 
and washes out any impurities from the 
pot. The community pots now need to be 
placed in a warm spot. If you deflask dur- 
ing the warmer months of the year this can 
be in a sheltered place in your orchid 
house. If you deflask in the colder months 
you will need to find a place that remains 
above about 5 to 8 degrees Celsius. This 


\ Miriam Ann 
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could be indoors — bathrooms or kitchens 
near windows or ventilation. If you have 
an ‘Intermediate House’ (a slightly heated 
orchid house) this would be an ideal place 
to place your community pots until the 
warmer months come. Ideally I suppose, it 
s best to deflask in the warmer months. We 
have however, to take our flasks from the 
nurseries when they become available. 

* After possibly one year in the community 
pots, your plants should be ready to plant 
out into individual small pots. Plants are 
usually transferred from the compot to the 
small individual pots when the plants are 
about 10cm to 15cm high, the higher the 
better, but it is up to you. 

If you haven’t yet bought a flask of 
Cymbidium seedlings, then why not give it 
a go? Ask around for a mentor if you feel 
that you might need some further input and 
help. There are many people in your local 
orchid society who would love to help you 
out. 


What can you expect to see when 
Cymbidium seedlings first flower? 


A Cymbidium seedling is a plant that 
has been grown in the sterile flask from 
seed ina laboratory. A seedling is the prod- 
uct or ‘child’ of two known parents. Now 
when you buy a Cymbidium mericlone you 
know the colours and characteristics of the 
plant you are buying. With seedlings it’s 
different. This is because seedlings are 
possibly crosses between two cymbidiums 
of different colouring and characteristics, 
for example, one red parent and one yel- 
low parent, or one green parent and one 
white parent. Now if one parent plant is red 
and the other parent plant is yellow, then 
you might ask what colour will the ‘chil- 
dren’ be? You might think that all the seeds 
from these two parents would produce lit- 
tle plants (protégé or ‘children’) that are 
‘reddish yellow’. This is not necessarily 
the case, though each little plant will con- 
tain some red or yellow characteristics. 
The fact remains that each little plant will 


be different from the parents and will also 
be different from the other little seedling 
plants that have been raised from the same 
seedpod. The reason for ‘this unpre- 
dictability is because Cymbidium plants 
are composed of cells which contain chro- 
mosomes. A Cymbidium seedling contains 
half it’s chromosomes from one parent and 
the other half from the other parent. The 
chromosomes contain genes which control 
all the plants characteristics such as size, 
colouring etcetera. It is impossible to pre- 
dict what the outcome of any cross will be, 
because it cannot be foretold what charac- 
teristics or genes will predominate in each 
plantlet. 

Therefore when you buy a flask of 
seedlings or buy a seedling plant of any 
size, you do not know exactly what you 
can expect when the plant flowers — your 
plant might give you a really nice flower, 
or it could give you a flower which is 
murky and not very attractive. Therefore 
there is always that element of surprise 
when buying and growing Cymbidium 
seedlings. Nursery representatives will 
suggest the colours you might expect from 
seedlings they offer for sale. For example 
to quote from some catalogues: “expect 
yellow and green standards”, “expect mid 
to strong pinks”, “expect strong pinks to 
reds”, “should get bright reds”, “expect 
bold yellows and some oranges”. 
Sometimes these projections and predic- 
tions are acurate, at times they can miss the 
mark. However, you do have to remember 
that when growing seedlings you could be 
growing a potential show champion or 
even a national champion. 

The name given to seedlings will be the 
name of the two parents, for example: 
Cym. (Mini Dream ‘Pure Gold’ X Sarah 
Jean ‘Edna Langdale’), or Cym. (Pharaohs 
Gold ‘Johns Delight? x Dolly 
‘Featherhill’). The ‘X’ means crossed 
together with, or bred together with. 

Dr John Snedden 
Email: snedden2 @bigpond.net.au 
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Australian Natives 


There are many natives that bloom 
during the summer months. Including 
Sarcochilus ceciliae, Dendrobium 
monophyllum, Phaius species, 
Calanthe triplicata and our native cym- 
bidiums. There will also be some 
Dendrobium hybrids with tropical 
parentage in bloom. 

The ongoing challenge of providing 
enough water to keep our orchids grow- 
ing and healthy remains. Light rain 
barely wets the soil and any good 
downpours seem to be followed by 
strong, drying winds. This means the 
challenge of storing water is now a long 
term issue. The variety of water tanks 
continues to increase. 

Make the most of water by watering 
in the evening. This is a great time of 
day to get out in the cool after the sun 
sets and have a good look at your col- 
lection — unless you live in an area with 
lots of mozzies. Under bench foliage 
plants will help to maintain humidity 
levels throughout the day and will also 
help to create a healthy microclimate 
for orchids. If you are hand-watering 
change the order in which you water 
your plants so if you get tired or run out 
of time at the end the same ones don’t 
keep missing out. 

Look at your growing environment. 
See if you can stop some of the mois- 
ture-stealing winds by using solid cov- 
erings or simply trees and shrubs grow- 
ing thick and high, but take care not to 
completely block all air movement or 
you will end up with a greenhouse that 
the cooler growing natives won’t appre- 
ciate, or problems with fungal infec- 
tions. 

Repotting can continue over the sum- 
mer, particularly if you didn’t get it all 
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done earlier. I had quite a few natives 
with mature growths by October. I won- 
der if I’Il get a second crop before sum- 
mer is out or do they know something 
unpleasant is coming? Evaluate your 
media. Does it dry out too quickly and 
need some water retaining material 
added? Take note about the usual warn- 
ing about making a radical media 
change and applying it to the whole of 
your collection at once. There have 
been disasters where new media does- 
n’t suit the growing conditions or water 
quality and many natives have been 
lost. 

Keep the fertiliser dilute. You don’t 
want salt build-up if you don’t have the 
water to flush out the pots. If you are 
hand watering it would be very tempt- 
ing to add fertiliser every time. Don’t 
be tempted! 

Keep things tidy around the plants. 
Remove weed from pots as they steal 
valuable water as well as turn the media 
to mush. 

There will be pests ready to munch 
lush green new shoots. The usual slugs 
and snails and new growth munching 
caterpillars come out after dark. Ants 
nest in the top of growths of large den- 
drobiums such as D. speciosum, there 
will often be scale as well. I use a small 
amount of vegetable oil mixed with 
pure soap on them. It is also effective 
for upsetting aphids which collect on 
new growths. Aphids can be removed 
by gently running fingers along the 
growth and squashing them. An envi- 
ronmentally friendly method of control 
and you can use gloves if you don’t like 
the mess. Dendrobium beetle is an 
insidious pest found in many drier 
areas. The black and orange adults lay 
eggs that look like foam at the base of 
the pseudobulbs. The larvae are fat 


caterpillars that eat out the centre of the 
pseudobulb. Their presence is often 
undetected until it is way too late. They 
particularly like the large growths of D. 
speciosum. Controlling this pest need 
potent systemic insecticides or, if you 
don’t have many beetles, you could try 
catching and squashing adults by 
putting your hand or something under 
them before knocking them off the 
growth. If you notice a hole created by 
the caterpillar, insert a piece of wire or 
perform some light surgery to expose it 
then remove it. 


Cattleyas 


Now is the time to start hanging your 
catts on their barbed wire home. Over 
the summer period, catts and allied gen- 
era love the air flow that the plants 
receive hanging on a barbed wire fence. 
I first saw plants grown this way at the 
lat Sid Medcalf and Jean Medcalf’s 
orchid establishment at Wallacia in 
NSW. Their plants looked rough 
through the hot summer, but boy, could 
they flower and the size is ledendary. 

If possible run the wire 1.4 to 1.6 
metres above the ground and run the 
wires north-south. Growing this way 
under 50% shade the plants will cer- 
tainly reward you. 

Water when necessary. Maybe on 
those above normal temperature days, a 
late afternoon misting is beneficial. 
When you give your plants their weekly 
nutrient fix, add a little 
SUPERTHRIVE® to the brew. This 
certainly gives your plants a quick 
boost. An ideal fertiliser is use MERRI- 
FERT and alternate this with MAJOR 
CARP or LIQUID BLOOD and BONE. 
Yes, this is now available. 

Check plants for scale insects. If pre- 
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sent, spray plants with ANTI-SCALE®, 
PEST OIL® or maybe ECO OIL®. You 
will need to give your plants two appli- 
cations to really get these pests under 
control. Potting on and dividing should 
still be carried on. Try not to divide your 
plants if the day is above 30 degrees 
Celsius. a 


Cymbidiums 

Potting should be in full swing. After 
repotting, give plants a soaking with 
AUXINONE® to get their roots on the 
move. No need to fertilise after repot- 
ting for a few weeks. After plants have 
settled down fertilise weekly with a 
high potassium fertiliser. Continue this 
until racemes show. Many grower fer- 
tilise with PETERS Cal-Mag. Hi K. 
Most growers make sure your plants get 
plenty of calcium and magnesium dur- 
ing the summer period. 

Pest control is very important during 
summer. Check under leaves for signs 
of two-spotted mites. If you see signs, 
spray with ECO OIL® under the leaves. 
Two or three applications a week apart 
should clean them up. 

Watch for bulb rot after repotting. 
Two or three drenches with AGRI- 
FOS® will work wonders. Drench 
seven to ten days apart. Don’t for get to 
add a wetter to the AGRI-FOS®. 

A monthly spray with MANCOZEB 
will help keep leaf spots away. 

Water in the evenings, when legal 
to do so. Your plants will appreciate 
it!! | 


Paphiopedilum 

Any outstanding repotting should be 
attended to early during this period as 
paphs. really do not like very hot 


K & H ORCHIDS 
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weather and there is no sense in adding 
the stress of repotting to the stress 
caused by heat. 

The early part of this period is the time 
to attend to shading. Look for areas of 
clear glass and spots where the sun shines 
through open vents. The best conditions 
are really obtained when extra shade is 
added during summer and largely 
removed during winter. If you follow this 
practice the shade should be in place by 
now. If, however, you just add a bit extra 
shade during summer this is the time to 
do it. Overlong leaves which tend to hang 
over the side of the pot are a sign of too 
much summer shade; short, upright, yel- 
lowish leaves indicate too little. 

Regular watering and fertilising is the 
routine for this period of the year. Don’t 
overdo it, even when the weather is hot. 
If the plants don’t need water, and you 
feel you must do something, simply 
give them a misting with a fog nozzle. It 
is a good idea to get to know the weight 
of a pot when wet and when dry; this 
way you won’t keep the plant too wet. 
The experienced grower can tell by the 
look of the plants when he needs to 
water — the leaves droop ever so slightly. 
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Another good trick is to run your hand 
over the top of the leaves; when they are 
turgid they rustle — when they need 
water they don’t. 

During very hot weather it is good 
practice to water during the evening. 
This helps the night temperature; it also 
allows the plant to take up and retain 
water so that it is better prepared for the 
heat of the next day. 

If you strike a plant which is droopy 
and dehydrated, even though the mixture 
is obviously moist, the odds are that it 
has no roots. maybe it has been kept too 
wet. In any case it should be repotted 
into fresh mixture, no matter what the 
season. Repotting is usually sufficient 
but if you feel there is a major problem, 
a swim in Fongarid for twenty minutes 
or so (the plant, that is) will do no harm. 

Keep an eye out for mealy bug and 
treat it early if you find it, as it can 
spread like wildfire. The only other 
problem you may strike is a fungal 
infection which appears in hot, humid 
weather and seems to affect only green- 
flowered paphs. This appears as small 
brown spots which quickly turn to holes 
through the leaves. The effect is almost 
as though somebody has fired a shotgun 
— from some distance — at the plant. This 
does little harm but it is unsightly. It is 
easily cleared up with Ciba Geiav Rose 


spray. |_| 


Phalaenopsis 

Check shading — urgently. Your 
Phalaenopsis do not like the mid sum- 
mer sun. Make sure of your ventilation. 
Your plants need plenty of air circula- 
tion during the summer. They like moist 
buoyant air circulating around their 
leaves. You will need to water every 
three or four days depending on temper- 
ature. If very hot you will have to moist 
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down the house to raise the humidity. 
Fertilise weekly with your favourite fer- 
tiliser. I like to use MAJOR CARP®. If 
possible try and slip in an application of 
AMINOGRO® 5m1I per litre mixed with 
lgram per litre ACADIAN®. You can 
also add 2.5ml of ECO-OIL® per litre 
of water. If possible, you can apply this 
brew every three weeks. 

Check for mealy bugs. These little 
pests can cause havoc to y our plants 
and flowers. Before spraying, ask a 
grower in your local society if the chem- 
ical you intend to use has any phytotox- 
icity problems! Watch for fungal spots 
on leaves. If present, treat with HY- 


SAN®. | 


Vandaceous 
Potting:— Potting of small plants can be 
done at any time. Top any large plants 
which have become leggy, leaving at 
least three roots on the top. If possible 
some leaves should be left on the old 
stem to encourage kikie growth. 
Watering:— Water daily. Keep root sys- 
tem moist with additional misting if 
necessary. 
Light:— Strap leaf vandas and ascocen- 
das need 50 to 70% shade. Other vandas 
30%. 
Fertiliser:— Fertilise weekly alternating 
over a four weekly period. 
Wk.J.—Inorganic high _ nitrogen 
(Campbells B, Aqua feed or 
Aquasol). 
Wk.2.— Wuxall Foliar. 
Wk.3.— As for Wk.1. 
Wk.4.—Organic (Fish Emulsion or 
Nitrosol). 
Pest Control:— Fungicide every six 
weeks with Daconil, Mancozeb, 
Ridomil MZ WP, or Wettable Sulphur. 
Use Diazanon, Malathion or Pyre- 
thrum to control scale and insects. Mf 
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ONAN TEI B LEI ISWANCISH Me VAV ela 


The story of 


Cym. Memoria Dean Roesler *Kalbeeba’ 


Text and photography by Phil Grech 


he story of Cym. Memoria Dean 

Roesler “Kalbeeba’ began back in 
1998 at the Cymbidium Festival at Ararat. 
Dean Roesler and I were setting up a dis- 
play together when Dean noticed what he 
commonly called an “eye catching” 
Cymbidium. The plant was on my my 
friend John Kenter’s display, it was Cym. 
Latrobe ‘Pink Orb’ the awarded pink full 
shaped, slightly cuppy, small standard. 

Dean asked me if I could get him some 
pollen from John after the show and with 
his usual generosity John happily gave 
Dean the whole spike to take home. Dean 
subsequently used the pollen to produce 
several crossings, one of which was a 
crossing with Cym. Valley Splash 
‘Awesome’. In 2001 I acquired a compot 
of the cross from Dean as I suspected that 
the cross could produce some very good 
clones. 

Upon flowering the first seedling in 
2004, I entered it in a local show where it 
went on to win Champion Seedling with a 
spike of only five flowers. It was obvious 
that others thought the plant had potential 
just as I did. 

Just before Dean passed away I visited 
him in hospital and I asked him if I could 
register one of his crosses in his memory, 
he was elated at the request and gave me 
his permission. Subsequently, Cym. 
(Valley Splash x Latrobe) was registered 
as Cym. Memoria Dean Roesler and the 
varietal name ‘Kalbeeba’ was chosen as 
that is where Dean and his lovely wife 
Mary lived. 

Following Dean’s passing, Moss Bray 
approached me and suggested that if I had 
a good seedling from one of Dean’s cross- 
ings he would clone the plant with a view 
to selling the clones to raise money for 
Mary Roesler. I thought Moss’s idea was a 
good and thoughtful gesture and happily 
agreed to it. Cym. Memoria Dean Roesler 
‘Kalbeeba’ seemed like the perfect choice 
and I quickly sent tissue to Moss for 
cloning. I must thank Moss and Rosemary 
Bray for their generosity in cloning, flask- 
ing and growing the mericlones at no cost. 

The original plant went on to win Grand 
Champion at the OSCOV/Collectors 
Corner Melbourne Orchid Spectacular, 


2006 and in March 2007 the mericlones of 


Cym. Memoria Dean Roesler ‘Kalbeeba’ 
will be ready for release to Cymbidium 
clubs around Australia with all proceeds 
from sales to clubs and their members 


Cym. Memoria Dean Roesler ‘Kalbeeba’. 


going to Mary Roesler. 

Many thanks must go to Moss Bray and 
John Kenter, and also Rob Smith, for their 
help in this venture. 

In finishing I can only say it has been an 
honor to have had the opportunity to name 
this beautiful orchid of Dean’s own breed- 
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ing in his name and I hope that all 
Cymbidium growers will support this ven- 
ture and enjoy growing and flowering Cym. 
Memoria Dean Roesler ‘Kalbeeba’. | 
Phil Grech 

4 Llewelyn Court 

Bairnsdale Vic. 3875 
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Cym. Kimberley Winter ‘Malibu’ owned by Kimberley Orchids. 


Australian Cymbidium Society 


The 2006 National Cymbidium Show 


Text and photography by Rob Smith 


/ Nee as soon as the doors opened to 
exhibitors on the morning of Friday 
8th of September, the Ararat Town Hall’s 
Arts Activity Centre was a hive of activity 
as Cymbidium plants and display props 
were carried in, and the individual and state 
club displays began to take shape. Once 
again some of Australia’s best cymbidi- 
ums, grown and flowered by some of the 
nation’s best growers were being gathered 
in one place to stage the single biggest and 
best cymbidiums-only show anywhere. 
As with any National Cymbidium Show, 
many familiar faces and names had yet 
again made the trip to rural Victoria and the 
historic city of Ararat. The commitment 
shown by a dedicated core of enthusiasts 
and commercial Cymbidium producers 
who participate in national Cymbidium 
shows each year, regardless of which state 
is hosting the event cannot be overstated, 
with many of them traveling over a thou- 
sand kilometers by road with flowering 
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plants carefully packed into vans, or by 
plane with their cut spikes packed and 
entrusted to airlines. 

While national Cymbidium shows offer 
good prize money, no one would make 
these trips for the financial return — it can 
only be done out of a commitment to and 
an enthusiasm for  cymbidiums. 
Congratulations must go to those, and 
every other exhibitor, worker and orga- 
nizer, the Cymbidium Orchid Society of 
Victoria, Ararat Rural City, Fleurijn 
Orchids-Holland (the show’s naming 
rights sponsor) and every other sponsor 
who, together, made the 2006 show possi- 
ble. 

By late afternoon the set up was com- 
plete and the hall was transformed into a 
breathtaking riot of color with some 400 
flowering plants, close to 300 cut stems and 
a total of 22 separate displays awaiting the 
attention and consideration of the ACS 
judges. 


Following a break for tea, judging began 
at 7.30pm under the stewardship of show 
registrars Ern Kettle and Helen Stretch. 
Panels made up of judges from ACS mem- 
ber state clubs then began the task of decid- 
ing the winners from color and size classes 
through to champions of show, a task 
which took over three hours even with 
around twenty judges on hand. 

Each year the standard of flowers and of 
culture and presentation never ceases to 
amaze and this year was no exception. The 
sheer number of new hybrids on display is 
another feature of national Cymbidium 
shows that helps make them a must-see 
event. There is simply no other opportunity 
to see so many examples of the very best of 
Australian Cymbidium hybridizing in one 
place than at a National Cymbidium Show. 

Champion Flowering Plant in Show 
went to Kimberley Orchids for their Cym. 
Kirby Lesh ‘Pink Ice’ a large flower type 
in soft pink tones which has now taken top 
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Grand Champion Flowering Plant of Show, Cym. Kirby Lesh ‘Pink Ice’. Cym. Hungarian Beauty ‘Freeki’. Grand Champion Cut Stem. 


ee 


Best Large Flower Yellow, Cym. (Lunara x Vivacious) owned by J Welsh. Cym. (Janis Lin x Anna Szabo) owned by A and J Leamon. 
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Above: Victorian State Club Display. 


Top Left: Andy and Jan Leamon’s Champion 
Display. 


Left: John Mata Trophy Winner, Western 
Australia. 


Below Left: David Wain’s Display. 


honors for a flowering plant at two 
national shows. Credit where credit’s due, 
as this hybrid was of course made in New 
Zealand and came out of the now closed 
Geyserland Orchids nursery. ‘Pink Ice’ is 
an excellent example of the grex and, as 
always, was superbly grown and presented 
by Kimberley Orchids. 

Champion Cut Stem in Show went to 


Top Right: Gold Display — Medium — incorpo- 
rating a theme, D and C Allen. 


Right: Ern Kettle’s display, winner of the Gold 
Sash for Small Display. 


Below Right: Silver Large Display, G Coutts 
and K West. 


Below: NSW State Club Display. 


Cym. Hungarian Beauty ‘Freeki’ shown 
by Phil Grech. This pink large flower type 
is highly productive and is a successful cut 
flower plant in Holland, but can obviously 
hold its own on the show bench as well. 
Champion Display was won by Andy 
and Jan Leamon who also won the inau- 
gural Memorial Dean Roesler Trophy for 
Most Eye Catching Orchid in Show with 
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their plant of Cym. (pumilum x Wyel 
Gold), an attractive orange miniature type 
with good flower shape and an arching 
spike habit. Although the judges weren’t 
aware of it at the time of judging, this 
crossing was actually made by Dean, a 
coincidence, although perhaps a fitting 
one in the inaugural year for this class. 

The John Mata Trophy given to the Best 
Display by a State Club was won by the 
Cymbidium Orchid Club of Western 
Australia for one of their typically striking 
displays featuring large circular sprays of 
cut stems and foliage. 

Among the many outstanding cymbidi- 
ums on display was ample proof of the 
pace of development in modern 
Cymbidium hybrids going on today. Large 
flowered reds carried flowers of size and 
shape hardly imagined ten or so years ago 
and carried those flowers in good numbers 
on multiple spikes. Intermediates and 
miniatures are now being seen with 
sophisticated full flowers rivaling many of 
their larger flowered cousins, but while 
still maintaining the compact plant size 
and floriferous habit these types should 
display. 

Top Left: Cym. My Sweet ‘Rachael’ owned by 
P. Grech. 


Centre Left: Grand Champion and Champion 
Trophies. 


Below Left: Best Large Red, Cym. (Luna Wall x 
Christmas Joy) owned by T Poulton. 


The special cut flower class sponsored 
by Leon & Wim Van Rijn saw some thirty 
nominated entries this year and is bringing 
to the fore large flowered types capable of 
heavy flower production. Cymbidiums of 
this type were probably overlooked in 
terms of the show bench until this initia- 
tive was introduced some five years ago. 
While show shaped flowers are not a pre- 
requisite for this class, many of the cym- 
bidiums nominated did display good 
flower form and many may prove to be 
useful as stud plants, adding greater vigor 
and floriferousness to future show type 
hybrids. 

The number of pendulous and novelty 
types from hybridizing nurseries such as 
Ezi Gro from Western Australia and 
Paradisia in Victoria seems to increase 
every year, with pendulous types based on 
the Cym. Sarah Jeans, Bulbarrows, Little 
Sarahs, and Janis Lins, as well as 
Australian natives and their hybrids, fea- 
turing prominently. 

For those who find peloric types appeal- 
ing, including the freak types derived from 
the Cym. Cleo’s Melody line, with the 
labellum repeated in the ventral sepals, 


Top Right: Cym. (Alexandra x Kelly’s Winter), 
Champion Large Flower Seedling and owned by 
D Wain. 


Below Right: Champion Small Standard, Cym. 
Sims Vision ‘Barcelona’. 


Below: Cym. (Rap Dancer x Via Del Playa). 
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Above: Cym. (Dolly x Janis 
Lin) owned by A and J 
Leamon. 


Above Centre: Cym. (Beau 
Guest x Karen) winner of the 
Leon and Wim Van Rijn 
Award and owned by D. 
Wain. 


Left: Cym. (Showoff x Ruby 
Eyes) owned by A and J 
Leamon. 


Above: D. Wain’s Cym. 
(Lunakira x Blazing Fury). 


Left: Cym. (Wallamurra x 
Yowie Flame) owned by E. 
Symes. 


Right: Dean Roesler 
Memorial Trophy Winner, 
Cym. (pumilum x Wyel 
Gold). 


The Australian Orchid Review, December 2006/January 2007 


there were some interesting new hybrids 
from Kevin Butler of Ezi-Gro Orchids, 
including his Cym. Darch Freak line with 
the varieties ‘Lucky Lip’ and 
‘Wonderland’ catching the judges eyes — 
while Cym. Winter Fire ‘Splash’ shown by 
Moss & Rosemary Bray was voted 
Champion Novelty in the plant section 
and Phil Grech’s Cym. Wallamurra ‘Ninja 
Warrior’ was Champion Novelty in the 
cut stem section. 

Moss and Rosemary Bray were also 
successful with their small standard Cym. 
Sims Vision ‘Barcelona’, which not only 
won Champion Small Standard but had 
its previous HCC/ACS award upgraded to 
an AM/ACS award on this year’s flower- 
ing. This Cymbidium is a perfect example 
of why this class was created. The plant is 
vigorous and floriferous while showing 
good flower form and color contrast. 
While such cymbidiums don’t have the 
imposing flower size so common in the 
large flower types available today, they 
have much to recommend them. (The 
genetic background of hybrids such as this 
precludes the possibility of large flower 
size.) 

With the judging over on Friday night 
the COSV workers could turn their atten- 
tion to the show dinner scheduled for the 
Saturday evening. National Cymbidium 
Show dinners are always enjoyable events 
and this year’s was no exception. COSV 
President, Peter Sunderland, and ACS 
President, Peter Moore, shared official 
duties and after presenting the major show 
champions prizes and trophies, called on 
Leon Van Rijn of Fleurijn Orchids- 
Holland to receive a small memento of 
appreciation from COSV for his ongoing 
generous support of the national shows, in 
particular the 2006 show in Ararat. Leon 
then presented the Ist, 2nd, and 3rd prizes 
in his special cut flower type class with 
both Ist and 2nd going to David Wain, and 
3rd prize going to Terry Poulton this year. 

Official presentations for the evening 
were completed with the presentation of 
ACS awards given during 2005/6 by Peter 
Moore and retiring ACS awards registrar 
Helen Stretch. 

By four o’clock on Sunday afternoon all 
that remained was to draw the show raffle 
and pull down the displays and clean up 
the hall. Shortly after Spm it was all over 
for another year. Participants, organizers, 
exhibitors and the council staff of Ararat 
Rural City can all be justifiably proud of 
what was a most successful National 
Cymbidium Show. 2007 sees the 
Cymbidium Club of Australia (NSW) take 
on the role of host state. See you there! 

Rob Smith. 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 


The Australian Orchid Review, December 2006/January 2007 


CY MBIDIUM 


Quality Cymbidium Mericlones for 
the showbench or enthusiast 
Telephone or Write for Catalogue 


DAVID 
KEANELLY 
ORCHIDS 


22 Emmett Street Golden Square Victoria 3555 
Phone (03) 5442 4806 Mobile 0411 352 036 
Email dkorchids@smartchat.net.au 


AOR177 


Standard Seedlings 
in Community Pots 


$3.30 per rplant 


Cym. Kirby 
Lesh ‘Netty’ 


Orders of $120 or more sent Freight Free, 
small orders add $10 for freight and packaging. 


ForcRO 


ORCHIDS 
Proprietor: Kevin Butler 
76 EVANDALE ROAD, DARCH, WESTERN AUSTRALIA 6065 
Tel: (08) 9343 2761 or 1800 999 707 Fax: (08) 9309 3182 E-mail: ezi-gro@iinet.com.au 
Home page: www.ezi-gro.com.au 


AOR159 
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* Cymbidium Club of 


ox Bloomin Gobd Idea 


Text by Peter Moore — mate) Eoff Le EMME 


Write, phone, fax or email us 

and we will place you on our 
mailing list. You will receive a 
copy of our current and future 
catalogues containing the next 


generation of cymbidium 
seedlings including our latest 
offerings in pure colour 
tetraploid crosses. 


round the beginning of 2005 Keith 
Harris approached the other com- 
mittee members of the CCA(NSW) with 
a somewhat radical idea but, after listen- 
ing to the reasoning behind it, the com- 
mittee decided that Keith might just be 
onto something and the idea was given a 
trial. 

You see Keith reasoned that a lot of 
members didn’t bring flowering plants 
to monthly meetings and as a result we 
were all missing out on seeing a lot of 
Cymbidium flowers. There were various 
reasons for this, lack of time to prepare 
plants, older members finding that 
bringing plants to meetings was becom- 
ing a bit of a chore, or flowerings on 
immature seedlings, to name a few. 

So with the concept having been put to 
the membership, it was trialed over the 
first few meetings in 2005. The response 
was enthusiastic and the bloom classes 
concept was well on its way by May or 
June. In fact, it was going so well that 
Keith decided that the club needed pur- 
pose built display stands to view the 
blooms to best effect and he immedi- 
ately set about designing and making 
them. Keith turned up with display 
frames arranged in tiers at just the right 
angle for viewing the flowers, with all 
four size classes displayed in their own 
rows and each color coded with circular 
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Left: Bloom classes at the CCA show in 
August 2006. 


Above: Keith’s ingenious design showing 
holes to take vials and wire clips to hold name 
cards. 


backing cards to frame the flowers. 

The bloom classes have even been 
included in the club’s annual points 
competition, with points being given for 
all plants and blooms shown and addi- 
tional points awarded for firsts, seconds 
and thirds in classes at each meeting. 
Members receive modest monetary 
prizes. at the end of each year based on 
the points gained and the member with 
the highest points for the year also 
receives a trophy. 

While the bloom classes are certainly 
no substitute for quality flowers dis- 
played on well grown and presented 
plants and were never intended to be, 
they have meant that our club members 
get the opportunity to see many more 
Cymbidium flowers. It has meant that 
‘first flowerings of promising new 
seedling can be seen much earlier and 
overall the class has created new levels 
of interest and participation at our 
monthly meetings — and isn’t that the life 
blood of every orchid club? a 

Peter Moore 
10 Stephanie St 
Padstow NSW 2211 
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GLENWOOD ORCHIDS Pty. Ltd. 


1265 Western Port Hwy. Langwarrin. Vic. 3910 


Introducing... 


(657/177 @) ay -\ OF ae) ure 


Our Cymbidium breeding policy 
was formulated years ago to 
specifically ‘produce small plant 
habit, upright self supporting 
racemes, feature lips, improved 

| shape and a wide variety of great 
(oo) [oJ Ue 


| We are now Seeing the results. 
Don’t miss our future flask lists! 


| 2006 has literally produced dozens of new 

superb stud plants in a wide range of 

| colours. Some have produced multiple 

spikes on their first flowering. Many 

had the smallest plant habit we have seen and we are also seeing plants with self supporting, 
erect spikes. : 


Our 2007 Cymbidium seedling flask list is due for release shortly and will be available by 
E-mail on request. 


We are continuing with our cool growing other genera and lists are also due for release 
early in 2007. 


All lists are now available only by E-mail in Adobe PDF formats - please specify genera (free 
PDF Readers programs are readily available). Those wanting. regular e-mail lists. should 
contact us indicating the specific lists of which genera are required. 


Our Web site will shortly be updated to included photographs of our new parent plants. 
PLEASE NOTE OUR \\=\)/ E-mail address: glenorchids@nex.net.au 
and visit our Web Site: www.glenorchids.com.au 
Phone: (03) 9782-2668 


For directions to our Nursery see: Melways Map: 136 G-3 
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OSCOV/Collectors Corner 


Show 


The 2006 Champion Seedling 


Text by Terry Poulton and Rob Smith. Photography by Terry Poulton 


N one seems to have a satisfactory rea- 
son for the apparent shortage of good 
new white show type cymbidiums in the 
large flower and small standard classes at 
the moment. 

Whatever the reason, we have seen very 
few new white cymbidiums in these sizes 
at any major shows over the last few years, 
which is a pity as a good white Cymbidium 
flower is about as beautiful as you could 
expect to see. 

For a very long time it has arguably 
been the case that Bryants Orchids in 
NSW produced the best cymbidiums of 
this color and type anywhere in the world. 
Their list of white Cymbidium hybrids 
reading like a who’s who of landmark 
steps in the development of this type. 


Winter Wonder, Lone Star, Stargard, 
Poetic Winter, Poetic Fair, Paradise 
Wonder, Palaker, Winter Paradise, Winter 
Advent, Wonder Arc, Blush of Spring, Zen 
Era, Lovely Angel, Joan’s Charisma and 
Pristine Spring, being just some. 

Judges from the Orchid Societies 
Council of Victoria saw fit to select a white 
as their Champion Seedling at the 
OSCOV/Collectors Corner show in 
August of this year, the plant being a 
hybrid from the Bryants stable, Cym. 
(Joan’s Charisma x Pristine Spring). 

Shown by Terry Poulton, Cym. (Joan’s 
Charisma x Pristine Spring) came from a 
flask purchased from Bryant Orchids in 
2001, with the first seedlings flowering in 
2005. To date a dozen from the flask have 


Cym. (Joan’s Charisma x Pristine Spring). 


Inset: Cym. (Joan’s Charisma x Pristine 


SJelaiale) aciiael (Wile isle 
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flowered with some being sold and one 
other being kept to date. 

This year’s Champion Seedling win- 
ning clone carried flowers of 110mm. 
across the petals and had twelve flowers 
open on the spike when judged, with 
another spike some six to eight weeks 
behind in development. The plant size was 
four mature bulbs and stem length was suf- 
ficient to carry the blooms clear of the 
foliage with the flowers being well spaced 
on pedicels of good length. | 


Terry Poulton 
33 Anne Road, Knoxfield, Victoria 


Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court, 
Rosebud, Victoria 
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Buy, sell or swap. Five lines (approximately thirty words) for only $30, 
each additional line (approximately six words) $4 (includes GST). 


THE ORCHID ACADEMY -— Corres- 
pondence courses on all aspects of orchid 
growing for beginners, advanced growers 
and anyone contemplating employment in 
the orchid industry. Clear, concise courses 
written by qualified trainer with over 50 
years’ experience in orchids. For brochure 
phone or fax (07) 5528 6190 or visit our 
website: www.theorchidacademy.com.au 


WANTED TO BUY — Species orchids, 
single plants to collections. Phone: 
(02) 6682 2635. 


2007 ORCHID EVENTS — WHAT’S ON! 


February 25 — 

Hills District Orchids 

Summer Open Day, Northmead 
NSW 


March 17-18 — 
Oasis Orchid Spectacular — 
Broadbeach QLD 


March 30-April 1 — 
Sydney International Orchid Fair — 
Castle Hill NSW 


May 18-20 — 
Victorian International Orchid Fair — 
Greensborough VIC 


June 7-9 — 

Sub Tropical Orchid Council of 
Queensland Triennial Orchid Expo 
— Bribie Island QLD 


July 8 — 
Tinonee Orchids Open Day NSW 


September 6-9 — 
Flora Fest, Mt Penang NSW 


September 27-29 — 
Tasmanian Orchid Conference 


September 29-30 — 
Orchid Heaven 2007, Bega NSW 


October 7 — 
Hills District Orchids 
Spring Open Day, Northmead NSW 


December 2 — 
Dark Star Orchids Open Day, 
Northmead NSW 
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